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By Bill Greer, photos by George Maley (No. 522)

This unique museum was created by Joseph 
F. and Marilyn Sexton of  Indianapolis. Joe, one 
of  the five Founding Life Members of  the Stutz 
club (Member 201FL) died in 2002. The Sextons 
became prominent in real estate management 
with their firm Sexton Properties.

Joe was especially fond of  sports cars and 
enjoyed racing Kurtis Craft cars in competition 
among other venues he raced in the Baja Califor-
nia peninsula and later participated in The Great 
American Race Series sponsored initially by In-
terstate Battery. He entered a 1932 Auburn Con- Joe had three Auburns prepared for the “Great American 

Race”

Hershey Announcement

If a member or guest is attending the Thursday dinner at Hershey, please contact Mike Barry at 330-730-9498 or 
mike@mpbarry.com.   An attendance count must be provided in advance.  

The dinner is open to all members and we welcome guests.  After dinner we will discuss Norm Barr’s new book about 
Stutz racing in Europe, the ideas for a 2014 Grand Stutz and other Stutz topics.

We have rooms reserved at the Wyndham Gardens Hotel for $119/night for Stutz members.
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vertible Coupe in the Cross Country 
race finishing first in class. He drove 
a 1936 Packard super Eight Victoria 
convertible in his last Great Ameri-
can Race. (contents of  this paragraph 
were extracted from a fine article on 
the Sexton Museum by George Maley 
published in the May/June 2013 issue 
of  the Hoosier Horn, a publication of  
the Indiana Region CCCA.)

Shown below is a view of  the 
extensive collection of  sportscars, 
classic cars, racecars and memorabilia 
displayed at Sexton’s Cars of  Yester-
year Museum. The Museum build-
ing is historic having served as the 
terminal for the Indianapolis Electric 
Trolley system. The photo was taken 

during a CCCA Tour in Spring 2013.The 1936 Packard Super Eight Victoria Convertible used in Joe’s last GAR.
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We were unable 
to tour the museum in 
May 2011 in connection 
with the Grand Stutz 
program as the facil-
ity had suffered water 
damage. Since then 
significant upgrades 
have been made to the 
interior making it a 
very attractive area for 
displaying the Sexton 
collection.

The museum 
proudly displays two 
rare Stutz cars from the 
1920s. 

This photo shows 
the row of  five 
red Cadillac-
powered Kurtis 
Craft sports cars 
and the rare 
1953 Muntz 
Jet (in white) 
featured in the 
unique Sexton 
collection.

1923 Stutz Series 690 Roadster. This 
Stutz was restored by Paul Freehill 
(No. 148) many years ago at his Stutz 
Specialty Shop in Ft. Wayne, IN.

The beautiful tan leather interior of  the 
Stutz roadster. Only three 1923 Stutz 
Special Six Roadsters are known to 
exist.



5www.StutzClub.org

Nicely detailed and well preserved Series 690 Stutz 
Special engine which produced 75 hp.

Two views of  the 
very rare 1929 
Stutz Blackhawk 
dual cowl speedster 
by LeBaron. Note 
the sporty cut-down 
front doors.

It was unfortunate the 
circumstances prohibited 
the Museum’s two rare Stutz 
cars from participating in 
2011 Grand Stutz and the 
1st Celebration of  Auto-
mobiles at the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway.
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All we 
were missing 
were Bearcats at 
the annual Miller 
Club meet at the 
historic Milwau-
kee Mile, the 
oldest continu-
ously running 
race track in the 
world.  

Every year 
in early July the 
Harry Miller 
Club hosts its 
annual driving 
event which 
brings in about 60 early race cars of  all manufactures.  In 
addition to Millers, the pits will include marques such as 
Duesenberg, Mercer, Stoddard Dayton, Cutting, Bentley, 
Ford, Durant and countless others.  Sadly we rarely see a 
racing Stutz!  

Miller Club Annual Meet in Milwaukee

So this year, Carrol and I decided to be traders and 
were thrilled to accept rides with  Bob Lederer in their 
Mercer  Raceabout.  The Miller event includes two days 
of  driving, which are split with 30 minutes sessions of  
“hot laps” and 30 minutes sessions of  touring laps, where 
giving rides are encouraged.  We have ridden in some 

spectacular cars at this event and the Mer-
cer was certainly on that list!  Hunting just 
above 75mph, we each smiled so hard our 
faces hurt!

Also in attendance was the HCS 
Miller.  STuTZ News  Vol. XXII No. 89 
(July –Sept 2009) has a detailed article on 
this race car and its history.

Another interesting car related to 
our history was the Perfect Circle Miller 
91.  As is the way with race cars, we are 
only left with pieces of  them to recreate 
the  history.  This car has accurately done 
that with as many original parts as were 
possible.  In 1926 Frank Lockhart won 

The Stutz competition.  Your editor and his wife enjoyed some fast laps in the Raceabout on the left.

The Perfect Circle car renamed Stutz Black 
Hawk Special in 1928.
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Indy in the Perfect Circle car, which was his personal 
car.  In 1927, it was equipped with an intercooler, but af-
ter Lockhart’s death, the car was sold, but renamed Stutz 
Blackhawk Special and driven by Tony Gulotta.  Your 
editor is interested to know if  any of  our members are 
aware of  the details of  what I assume was simply Stutz 
sponsorship on this car.  

  If  any of  our members who 
own Bearcats or a some racing ver-
sion of  a Stutz, would like to attend 
the Miller meet and enjoy this great 
driving event with other period cars, 
feel free to contact your editor for 
help on arrangements.  Hopefully 
next year, we will see some of  you 
here.

By Bill Greer (93FL)
Since retiring as your VP Publications and Editor at 

the end of  2012, there have been some significant dona-
tions to the Stutz Club archives.

In Stutz News No. 103, page 3, I mentioned that 
a carload of  my files had been passed on to Carl and 
Carrol Jensen during their visit at our home on January 
25, 2013. These files contained among other things, my 
correspondence with Stutz Club members, files relative 
to Club operations, etc.

During early May 2013 the Jensens returned to 
Indianapolis to attend the “Celebration of  Automo-
biles” event held at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
in which Carl served as a judge. While here they picked 
up another car load of  files containing a variety of  Stutz 
material such as Stutz family photos and details, Stutz 
factory photos and related history, background literature 
and photos pertaining to the publication of  the Splendid 
Stutz book, etc. etc.

Later in May, Annabelle Postier, wife of  charter 
member Arnie (No. 64) sent me several Stutz related 
items “Chic” has acquired over the years. Among the 

Stutz Archives Update
items was a large box of  literature, four metal Stutz signs, 
a very large Great American Race poster featuring a Stutz 
Bearcat. Carolyn and I delivered the large box of  Stutz 
related literature to the Jensens while attending the CCCA 
Experience event at Hickory Corners, MI in early June. 
Also at that event, Dale Wells (charter and life member 
No. 92L) who served many years on the Club’s Board in 
various capacities including president, gave me a full box 
of  Stutz News issues dating back to 1988. This donation 
fills some gaps in the archives as some of  the early issues 
are no longer available.

More recently, Dale mailed me a very heavy box 
containing his Stutz files dating back to the early 1960s 
when he lived in Carrollton, Texas. While I have not fully 
perused this fine addition to Stutz archives, I do know the 
contents will provide some very useful material for your 
new editor and this file will be passed on to the Jensens at 
the earliest opportunity.

Editor’s note: The Stutz archive files remain at the Stutz 
building, but if  anyone would like information from these files 
from Bill, please contact your editor.  I will be sorting through 
and organizing them over the winter, so should have a good 
handle on them by spring.



8                                                                                                                Stutz News/July - September 2013

The Postier and Wells files contain significant his-
tory of  earlier Stutz organizations which prompts me to 
review this history for the benefit of  our newer members. 
Many older members of  the Stutz Club will recall their 
participation in one or more of  the three other Stutz enti-
ties covered in this review.

Before proceeding, allow me to state some back-
ground as to how I became interested in the old car 
hobby. In the fall of  1946, following three years of  active 
service in the Navy, I returned to Purdue University to 
obtain a master’s degree in chemical engineering. While 
there, in the summer of  1947, I encountered a 1932 
Pierce-Arrow Sports Sedan in the countryside and ac-
quired it for $250. The Pierce and I moved to Indianapo-
lis in late 1948 having been employed by Eli Lilly and Co. 
as of  November 1st.  The ownership of  the P-A led to 
my meeting other hobbyists who were forming an Indiana 
Region of  the Horseless Carriage Club. I joined HCCA in 
early 1949 and subsequently served as the Region’s editor 
of  The Carriage Bolt. I was now fully enjoying club activi-
ties and decided in 1950 to organize a Lilly Motor Club, 
serving as its president in 1951. 

By this time I had spent some $750 upgrading the 
P-A to fine condition and sold for that amount prior to 
my marriage to Carolyn on Thanksgiving Day 1951. In 
1954 I took a facility planning job in Lilly’s International 
Corp. and acquired a 1941 Lincoln Continental Coupe 
in which son Jay would be brought home after his birth 

in June 1955. From 1956, and for the next 17 years we 
were unable to participate in car club activities due to 
overseas assignments which required us to live in Brazil, 
Venezuela and Japan until mid 1970 when we returned 
to the USA. We joined the RROC in 1973 and the 
CCCA in 1975 rejuvenating our interest in the old car 
hobby. At this time our garage housed a 1930 Auburn 
Model 125 Sport Sedan and a 1930 Rolls Royce PII 
Sedancalette.

I found membership in these clubs to be very 
stimulating and I eventually met C. McCord Purdy, an 
avid Stutz enthusiast at CCCA activities. “Cordy” as he 
was known to friends, was a very outgoing person and 
a good amateur magician. His 1933 Stutz DV-32 Con-
vertible Sedan, now owned by charter member James 
D. Lockwood (No. 85), opened my eyes to the Stutz 
marque. “Cordy” enthusiastically collected car badges 
and emblems concentrating on Indiana built automo-
biles. His fine collection was later acquired by charter 
member S. Ray Miller (No. 67) for his Miller Foundation 
Antique Car Museum in Elkhart IN which was liqui-
dated after Ray’s health failed.

Mr. Purdy also collected Stutz literature primarily 
related to the 8 cyl. cars and this led him to make offset-
printed exact reproductions of  owner’s manuals for 
1929 Model M, 1929 Model L Blackhawk, 1932 DV-32/
SV-16, even a 1920 Model H Sales catalogue. In a letter 
dated January 6, 1965 to “Chic” Postier, “Cordy” of-

fered a copy of  the Model M manual for $10.

During 1967-68 “Cordy” concentrated 
on establishing the Stutz Nutz Club and 
published three newsletter issues. Unfortu-
nately Purdy’s hard work did not bear fruit as 
only 58 members joined. A copy of  Cordy’s 
undated letter to some 139 Stutz owners is 
reprinted for your perusal.

C. McCordy Purdy joined the Stutz 
Club in 1987 as charter member No. 8. 
Following his passing in 1990 his wife Ruth 
generously donated his literature collection 
and Stutz Nutz memorabilia to our Stutz 
Club archives.
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In 1987 when I proposed the formation of  the 
Stutz Owners Club of  America (SOCA), later renamed 
The Stutz Club by popular vote, at Hershey, PA I was 
unaware of  two other efforts to bring Stutz enthusiasts 
together. From the Purdy files I learned that he was an 
early member of  the Australian Stutz Owners Register. 
The file recently received from Dale Wells reveals that he 
became a member of  the Stutz Owners Register in 1963 
and fortunately he saved copies of  the ensuing publica-
tion The Journal. The SOR was organized on March 29, 
1963 with Darian Cassidy elected Register and Ian W. 
Smith (Stutz Club member 441) Secretary. The Register 
in May 1969 listed 150 members which included 79 from 

the USA, 45 Australians, 7 New Zealanders, 5 from the 
UK, 2 Canadians and one each from Finland and Mexico. 
Many of  our current and ex-members of  the Stutz Club 
are listed in the 1969 SOR. Current ones include Ken 
Beach, Del Beyer, William Gehring, Hugh Guthrie and 
Ernie Toth. However, by 1975 the paid-in membership 
had dropped to 79 with only 37 US members.

The last issue of  the SOR Journal, Vol. 10, No., 3 
found in Dale’s file was dated December 1976. In that is-
sue Hugh P. Guthrie (No. 429), then the editor, comment-
ed on the Birthday Party the Guthrie’s had held in honor 
of  Harry Clayton Stutz’s 100th. Hugh mentioned that 



September 12th was also the date of  his birthday. The Austra-
lians are to be complimented for their many years of  devotion 
to the promotion of  the Stutz marque, reproduction of  many 
parts, publication of  technical information, interesting stories 
and overall service to the members. We hope member Hugh 
Guthrie will inform us why the SOR failed to proceed, where 
the archives are located, etc.

Reprinted for your perusal is the Constitution of  the 
Stutz Owners Register adopted at the Inaugural Meeting on 
29th March 1963 followed by Registrar Darian Cassidy’s cover 

letter of  the SOR newsletter No. 1 of  May 1963 which 
contained eight (8) pages of  contents on the subjects 
listed.

In 1982 another effort to bring Stutz enthusiasts 
together was made by charter member Stan A. Stanisza-
wski (No. 130) who initiated a Stutz publication named 
“the Bearcat.” Stan published two issues No. 1 for Jan/
Feb and No. 2 for March/April. Hopefully Stan will share 
with us details regarding this effort.
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by Mike Barry

I was asked by our editor to write an article on our 
first visit to Keeneland Concours in Lexington Kentucky. 
This was our first visit to the area even though we share 
the same city name in Ohio. The event took place on the 
weekend of  July 19th 2013 and included many separate 
activities including a Hangar Bash reception on the Fri-
day night. We were amazed at the exhibits on display at 
the local airport including a B17 fully operational WWII 
bomber. We were entertained by the Andrew sisters trio 
to add to setting of  the 1940’s. We met other Stutz Club 
members at the show including Bill and Christine Snyder 
and Richard and Irina Mitchell,both members had cars 
entered in the concours.

 Judy and I did get some time to explore the Lex-
ington area and visit The Barrel House Distilling Co and 
landmarks like Transylvania University.

DAY OF THE 
CONCOURS  
Sat July 20th

The weather 
cooperated for us and 
the rains held off  for 
this unique show at 
the Keeneland Race 
Track.The officials of  
the show made us feel 
welcome and very 
cordial.  Our 1920 
HCS roadster was 
put into a class which 
included mostly brass 
era cars. The compe-
tition was fierce and 
our car (Harry) may 
not have brass head-
lights but it did have 

Forever Young

color and it attracted a lot of  interest including that of  a 
local artist (see picture)

At this point of  my story the plot gets very interest-
ing. The resident artist at Keeneland (Peter Williams) is 
from New Zealand.....our car is from New Zealand.....Pe-
ter selected our car to paint a portrait and I was fascinated 
to watch his painting come to life. Here’s were it gets 
even stranger...Peter has a friend in New Zealand with the 
same name as me. A coincidence....maybe ...or is it Harry 
Stutz reaching out to us.

The 1920 HCS and its owners(Mike and Judy ) will 
be Forever Young in the painting which will hang proudly 
in our home.

 \(Editor’s note:  The Keenland event is one of  the best, 
with great parties, great show, fantastic driving tour and the 
warmest hospitality!)
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While we did not see a single Stutz while at 
concours week, there were a few items at auc-
tion to report on:

 1931 DV32 Convertible Victoria by Rollston 
– RM: Sold $375,000

 

1921 Model K Bulldog 4-Passenger Tourer – 
Gooding & Co.: Sold $126,500

1928 BB Cabriolet Coupe – Gooding & Co.: 
Sold $209,000 (bottom)

Believed to be the last trophy awarded to Frank 
Lockhart for his February 22nd, 1928 World’s 
Straightaway Record Attempt. Bonhams & 
Butterfields: Sold $10,625

Pebble Beach 2013
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Super Stutz: Supercharged Stutz is King of the Hill

By Angelo Van Bogart

Your editor would like to thank Angelo Van Bogart and the group at Old Cars Weekly for 
letting us reprint this fine article on the Mitchell’s Supercharged Lancefield Coupe from their 
August 8, 2013 issue.  We have used some different photos, but the article is as printed from 
but the article is printed from Old Cars Weekly. Checkout their website at http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/

Other than a penchant for Stutz motor cars and 
ownership of  one of  the marque’s most impressive 
examples, Richard Mitchell has little in common with 
gold-burying hoarder A.K. Miller. Mitchell remains a true 
gentleman, willing to share his Stutzes from the show 
floor of  Old Iron Works, his Montgomery, Texas resto-
ration shop, to concours fields across the country. The 
secretive Miller, on the other hand, was remembered by 
those best acquainted with him as an arrogant cheapskate 
that probably basked in his mystery, and enjoyed taunting 
collectors with the promise of  a glimpse at his Stutzes. 

The story of  A.K. Miller is legendary, even outside 
of  Stutz collecting. The Vermont collector was born in 
1906 and developed a taste for fine cars — what would 
be considered Classic cars today — and began gather-

ing them when they were used cars. Commensurate with 
his frugal ways, Miller stored his valuable collection in 
dirt-floor wood sheds and lean-to’s on the primitive East 
Orange, Vt., farm he shared with his wife, Imogene. 
Although great Peerless, Cadillac and Rolls-Royce cars 
passed through Miller’s hands, it was Stutz he preferred. 
A 1917 Stutz was Miller’s first car, and he occasionally 
drove it until he died in 1993. The other cars in Miller’s 
40-some-vehicle collection were often parked on make-
shift “wood stump” jack stands and left to gather dust 
while surrounded by spare Stutz parts. Miller would 
sometimes trade these parts, but he drove a hard bar-
gain to his financial benefit and the misfortune of  his 
fellow trader. It was not until his wife died in 1996 that 
it became clear what exactly was hidden in the wilds of  
Vermont, and more than car collectors were interested.

Richard & Irina Mitchell drive the Lancefield Coupe to 
the podium to receive the Best of  Show award at the 2012 
Keenland Councours.
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The Millers had essentially lived as recluses on their 
simple homestead. They had no children, and they had 
almost no paper trail. Their collection had been known 
to only a few outsiders, and the handful of  people al-
lowed to visit rarely caught a glimpse of  more than a car 
or two. Only visitors from foreign lands were typically 
offered more than a peek, supposedly because Miller 
could be assured they were not from the IRS. Indeed, 
Miller had lived so far off  the grid he was able to avoid 
paying state and federal taxes. He and his wife were also 
hiding more than cars and income — they had buried 
or otherwise hid millions of  dollars in gold bullion and 
silver ingots around their property.

After Imogene’s passing, the Millers’ fortune 
captured the attention of  car and tax collectors, and an 
auction was held by Christie’s, after which the IRS was 
to receive its due. Police scouted the property leading up 
to the auction to stop the shovels and metal detectors of  
treasure hunters, and the curious eyes and hands of  car 
enthusiasts. When the auction was held Sept 7-9, 1996, 
about 35 “barn find” Stutz motor cars crossed the block, 
most fetching far more than their pre-sale estimates in 
front of  a standing-room-only crowd.

The Lancefield Stutz coupe

One of  the stand-outs in that sale was a special 
1929 Stutz Model M with coupe coachwork by Lance-
field of  London. Lancefield often bodied Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley chassis, but it also held an association with 
Stutz of  Indianapolis, Ind. The aluminum-sheathed 
Lancefield coupe body sat low on the Stutz chassis, 
thanks in part to a worm gear drive setup, but was 
made to look lower with Lancefield’s tear drop 
step plates and trademark low roof, cycle-type 
front and rear fenders and dozens of  louvers that 
ran the length of  the apron that masked the frame 
sides. In deep black, the masterpiece was sinister.

“They only built five of  these coupes,” said 
Richard Mitchell, the Lancefield-bodied Stutz 
coupe’s present owner. “Two were sold to the 
Woolworth Brothers and this is one of  the two. 
Of  the two cars, only this one was supercharged. 
There is no record of  the others; this is the lone 
ranger.”

Only two Stutz Model M models of  all built are 
known to have been supercharged, which made the 325-
cid straight-eight good for an estimated 185 bph — about 
65 percent more power than a normally aspirated Stutz 
straight-eight of  110 hp. The horsepower figure was im-
pressive in its day, but it wasn’t surprising that those num-
bers came from a Stutz. The car had built a reputation at 
its 1911 founding by making an impressive debut at the 
first Indianapolis 500 race. There, a Stutz placed 11th in 
a field of  cars with larger engine displacements, and with 
a noteworthy 68.25 mph average speed. From that point, 
Stutz would be known as the “Car That Made Good in 
a Day.” Production kicked off  in 1912 with the typical 
roadster, touring and toy tonneau models, but it was the 
unforgettable Bearcat speedster that solidified Stutz as a 
performance car throughout its life, whether the chassis 
wore the racy Bearcat speedster body, or a lithe limousine 
body.

The first Stutzes were four- or six-cylinder models, 
and in 1926, the Vertical Eight debuted to make the com-
pany a competitor to the likes of  Duesenberg, which built 
eight-cylinder cars elsewhere in Indy. Stutz eights of  the 
mid 1920s were usually in the $4,000 range, while Due-
senbergs were about twice that. Stutz’s reputation, how-
ever, was no less sterling. That reputation grew with the 
straight-eight Stutz Model M of  1929, and the succeeding 
single-valve eight-cylinder (SV-16) and dual-valve eight-
cylinder (DV-32) models that debut in the 1931 calendar 
year. It was these powerful models that brought the Stutz 
aura to a pinnacle of  reputation. These single- and dual-
valve eights would also carry the marque into the sunset 
around 1935, albeit with the speedometer pegged.
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Not the first Stutz in the family

While A.K. Miller experienced the magnificence of  
Stutz in the company’s heyday, Mitchell’s adoration for all 
things Stutz came by way of  a family member who also 
experienced a new Stutz motor car.

“I had a grandfather who, in the early ’30s, was 
chasing the oil fields between Oklahoma and California, 
and he bought a Stutz — a ’29 that was a convertible 
coupe that he converted into a pickup,” Mitchell said. 
“We found a picture my mother had of  the car and no-
body could figure out what it was.”

Mitchell took a close look at the picture and de-
termined from the hubcaps that the mystery car in the 
photo was a Stutz. Then a letter from Mitchell’s grand-
father surfaced shortly after the Stutz picture was found. 
It offered praise from the man that owned the Stutz, and 
Mitchell was sold on the marque.

“We found a letter to my step-grandmother about 
how good the car was and how it never gave him any 
trouble,” Mitchell said. “I had started restoring a Packard 
and decided that, well, I think I am going to try to find a 
Stutz, and I started learning how far ahead Stutz was and 
got enthralled with them. Now I have 19.”

Like Miller, Mitchell’s collection includes Bearcats 
and Black Hawks and the equally exotic SV-16 and DV-
32 models. Since Mitchell’s show-winning Stutzes rarely 
have a chance to get dusty, he’s able to offer a compari-
son of  the Lancefield-bodied supercharged Model M 
coupe to the better-known SV-16 and DV-32 models, 

and the earlier Model M can hold its own.

“It’s an interesting car. You can drive the 
car along at 65 mph [and engage the super-
charger] and it will go to 75 mph without 
touching the accelerator,” Mitchell said. “I 
have only done that once. I hesitate to use that 
supercharger, because there aren’t any left. I 
would say it’s as fast as a DV-32, but it’s hard 
to [draw a comparison to a DV-32], because 
that [engine] can be in a lot of  different bod-
ies. I have a DV-32 Bearcat and it runs like a 
scalded dog.”

Riding in the Lancefield coupe’s intimate 
cabin offers all the refinement one might 

expect in a British body of  the period, despite the brute 
force under the long Stutz hood.

“It’s not very noisy; you don’t get much road nose 
or gear noise,” Mitchell said. “It’s a right-hand-drive car 
because it’s bodied in England, and you have to get used 
to shifting the gears with your left hand. [Right-hand 
drive] doesn’t hinder you from driving it at all. It’s a very 
natural car to drive. It doesn’t have any bad habits. It’s a 
nice car to drive.”

Mitchell’s restoration shop made sure the rakish 
Stutz remained ready for the show field after he pur-
chased it from an RM Auctions sale in 2010. The car’s 
history is not known between its purchase by the Wool-
worth Brothers from Stutz’s main agent there, Warwick 
Wright Ltd. of  London, and A.K. Miller’s acquisition. 
However, the Lancefield coupe was very intact in 1996 
when it was pulled from the barn it shared with DV-32s, 
SV-16s and Bearcats at Miller’s farm. It was prepared rela-
tively quickly for the 1997 Peking to Paris Rally. It then 
thundered onto the green of  the 50th anniversary Pebble 
Beach Concours d’Elegance in 2000, where it won Best in 
Class and the Briggs Cunningham special award. By the 
time of  Mitchell’s acquisition, the car had a solid decade 
of  concourses and rallies to its credit.

“At the time I got it, it was a 10-year-old restora-
tion,” Mitchell said. “We thought all we had to do was 
touch it up here and there, but after about the third week, 
I said, ‘Stop and tear it down.’”
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Mitchell’s shop went through the mechanics of  the 
car and re-plated parts and repainted the coachwork to 
again put it in top concours condition. He’s since been 
rewarded with several Best of  Shows, from the Keene-
land Concours d’Elegance to the Santa Fe Concorso to 
the Ault Park Concours d’Elegance and points between. 
However, its show car status doesn’t stop Mitchell from 
sharing it with school children and veterans alike, or 
taking it out on the road to turn heads, perhaps like his 

grandfather did so many years ago with his own 1929 
Stutz Model M.

“If  you were 30 and you wanted to impress some-
body on Fifth Avenue, that’s what you would drive,” he 
said.

The Lancefield’s list of  awards prove that those who 
see it today remain as impressed as they were in 1929.

Concours of America at St. Johns
Photos by Doug Schellinger 

Richard & Irina Mitchell ‘s 1932 DV32 
Victoria by Rollston won Best in Class in 
“Indianapolis Iron: Duesenberg, Marmon, 
Stutz”.  This car also won Best Interior and 
Most Elegant Car!. 

Mike Hurley’s sharp looking 1930 
M8 Conv Coupe
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by Brian White

As I write this it has started to feel like Fall is 
around the corner. Yesterday, I drove my 1922 HCS on 
a NC-HCCA tour at Little Washington, NC. When we 
loaded up it was cool, almost needed a long sleeve shirt. 
I thought poor old Carl was probability about ready to 
store his cars for the winter. But it didn’t take long and it 
warmed up. We toured all along the flat coastal area of  
North Carolina. At the end of  the day I had put another 
131 miles on the old HCS and it never missed a beat. 
As I thought back over the last 17 years and over 25,000 
miles I have owned the car it has been very reliable. 

One of  the problems I had with the HCS was the 
water pump. The original design has water pump pack-
ing around the input shaft with a washer holding a spring 
and felt seal on the timing cover. If, or when, the pack-
ing starts to leak there is a good chance water ends up 
in the oil. Not Good. I learned this on the Martinsville 
International Racetrack. The next week I had the number 
one rod babbit poured.  And the next week I machined 
the pump housing for a 
modern seal in the water 
pump. Problem solved. 

The HCS is a great 
car. The Weidely engine 
is a great engine. The car 
runs 50 MPH easily and 
gets almost 20 mpg. My 
Dad would drive his 1923 
Locomobile and I would 
drive the HCS and use 
½ the amount of  gas he 
would use on the same 
route. 

The gentleman I 
bought my HCS from 
was Bill Dawn. I had 
known Mr. Dawn for 
a number of  years and 
loved the car. Mr. Dawn 

never trailered his cars he always drove it to where he was 
going. He lived over in Knoxville and I was impressed 
when he drove it to Charleston, SC, drove it all week on 
our tour then drove it back to Knoxville. Mr. Dawn was 
not very mechanical, quite a tribute to the car. One day 
he was interviewed by a news reporter and he said the 
difference between the Stutz and the HCS was “The Stutz 
is a brute of  a car. A man’s car.  The HCS is more refined, 
even a lady can drive one.” Not very politically correct, 
but a true point made. 

As many of  you know I am in the short rows of  
restoring my 1923 Speedway Four. I have plans to show 
it at Hershey. The car is now in the upholstery shop and 
looking good. I have been working on the top bows. As 
you know when you buy a car in pieces you take a few 
things for granted. Just because the top bows came with 
the car is no sign they are going to fit. I decided to check 
them out before I painted them. Sure enough they were 
too narrow as well as too short. I was lucky in the fact 
that I had some steam bent bows we had made for the 
Locomoible that we didn’t use. So I have reworked them 
and now have bows I believe are useable. 

Technical Tips 
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Born in 1882 in Dearborn County, Indiana, Erwin 
George “Cannon Ball” Baker set 143 driving records 
from 1914 through the 1930s.  

When his family moved from Weisberg to Indianap-
olis in 1893, he went to work saving money to purchase 
an Indian motorcycle.  He immediately began racing it 
with excellent success, but it was his 1914 coast to coast 
run on the motorcycle that prompted a reporter in New 
York to call him “Cannon Ball”.  Baker so 
liked the name he even had it copyrighted, 
and it stands today on his grave marker in 
the Indianapolis’s Crown Hill Cemetery.  

A year after his motorcycle dash, 
Harry Stutz hired Cannon Ball to take a 
Bearcat on a coast to coast run.  Accord-
ing to the “Splendid Stutz”, the Bearcat 
that Baker drove cross country was No. 
2746.  Baker would go on to do this feat 
many times in a variety of  cars.  In fact, in 
1930 he again broke the record in another 
Stutz, this time a Weyman sedan.  One 
of  his last cross country dashes was in a 
1933 Graham Blue Streak with the fac-
tory supercharged 8 cylinder engine.  It is 
interesting to note that his first run on the 
motorcycle took 11 days, 7 hours and 15 
minutes with only 4 of  his 3,379 miles on 
a paved road!   A year later the run in the 
Bearcat was reduced to 7 days, 11 hours 
and 53 minutes.  But the time he took the 
run it in the Graham the time was only 
53 ½ hours.  It is believed that this record 
stood until 1971.

Later in life, Cannon Ball became the 
first commissioner of  NASCAR starting in 
1947; a role he maintained until his death 
in 1960.

In this issue of  The Stutz News, we 
have included a reprint of  the account of  
Cannonball’s record dash in the Bearcat as 

documented by his passenger Bill Sturm, a well known 
journalist of  the time.  The fame that went with this 
record breaking run was great for Stutz and of  course 
made Cannonball a household name.  It also was quite 
good for the suppliers of  components to Stutz.  The 
front and rear covers of  this issue show ads capitalizing 
on this feat.  Enjoy the detailed account of  this adventure 
from the passenger seat!

Cannonball Baker and His Cross Country Record
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By Mike Barry V P Membership

New Members

Please join me in welcoming the  
following new members:

#0861                                                 

Rod Mc Mullin    

Associate:  Margaret McMullin         

29 Eagle Street                                   

Victoria Point QLD 4165                   

Home Phone: (07)32079129               

1929 Stutz Sports Roadster               

 

#0862                                               

Michael Hurley                                

2810 Parkside Dr                             

Flint MI 48503                                 

Home Phone: 810-760-0401

Alternate Phone: 586-4354981                     

E-mail: mah0401@aol.com       

1930 Stutz Convertible Coupe

Engine#32494

Vin#M846CD21A                                                                 

   

#0863

Thomas B Krukowski

Associate: Anna Mae Krukowski

432 Hillside Dr

Schererville IN 46375

Home Phone: 219-712-6387

Fax: 219-845-8216

Email:tkrukowski@millwrightma-
chine.com

1929 Stutz Model M Dual Cowl

#0864

M Gregory Beccio

3180  Pleasant Valley Rd                      

Aptos CA 95003

Evening Phone: (831)728-3436

Day Phone: (831)750-2526

Fax: (831)4763270

Email:mgbeccio@cruzio.com

1930 Stutz Model MA 5 p Sedan

Vin# SY39Y

            

#0865

Dana Newquist

Associate: Andrea

605 Juan Crespi Ln

Santa Barbara CA 93108

Primary Phone: (805)969-5506

Alternate Phone (805)637-8641

Fax: (805)969-5206

Email: sbdana@aol.com

1926 Stutz Model AA5 Sedan

Engine#86386

Vin#84364

ATTENTION

HERSHEY FLEA MARKET OCT 
9-12,2013      

This year our annual Hershey dinner 
(cost $33pp)will again be at the                                     

 HOLIDAY INN Harrisburg East

4751 Lindle Rd

Harrisburg PA 17111

7.00PM                              

ALSO

Oct 8-12,2013

We have  secured a block of rooms 
at a rate of $119 per night double 
occupancy at

Wyndham Garden Hotel Harrisburg

765 Eisenhower Blvd

Harrisburg PA 17111

Call 717-558-9500 and mention The 
Stutz Club for the reduced rate.

SPECIAL NOTICE!

There will be NO “on the field” 
Meeting on Friday Oct 11,2013

                    

SEE YOU AT HERSHEY“100 
YEARS OF STUTZ”

1911-2011

MEMBERSHIP REPORT - Sept 2013
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WANTED  

Water intake manifold for 1920 
Model H Stutz.

Contact DeWayne Ashmead   
dashmead@albionminerals.com

NEED HELP FINDING 
PARTS

I’m a new member of the STuTZ 
club and am looking for info regard-
ing help in finding parts or help in 
general for these rare cars. I have a 
1930 M8 and need to find a source 
for basic items like points and even 
a new distributor cap etc. I know 
how rare these cars are and need help 
sourcing parts. Any thing you could 
do to help would be greatly appreci-
ated.

M. Gregory Beccio

Aptos, California 

Phone: 831-728-3436

mgbeccio@cruzio.com 

The Splendid Stutz, collected and edited by the Stutz Club

Order online at http://stutzclub.org/
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FOR SALE

I have decided to sell my 1931 Stutz project car. I 
have owned it for a couple of  years. I just have to many 
projects and have realized that I will just not be able to 
get to this one. I have some history on the car prior to 
the last owner who purchased it in 1966. I am not sure 
what I will sell the car for. I want to be fair,  as I would 
love to see this car restored. In addition to the car, I have 
extra Stutz engines and transmissions. I will  sell the car 
with all of  the parts that belong to it. After that, I will 
sell my spare engines, transmissions and parts as follows:

1.	 1) complete car ( all parts that I have for one 
car)

2.	 2) additional parts, motors, trans, not for this 
specific car

Someone can buy 1, 2 or both 1 & 2

I have a video along with many photos. Here is a 
link:

http://dreamcruiseclassics.com/inventory/stutz-
cabriolet-ma-27-sv16/

 My asking price on the project car is $32,000. I 
will consider all offers. I am not certain on the additional 
parts. Once the project is purchased, I will sell the ad-
ditional parts. 

 I would be most appreciative if  you would pass 
this on to my fellow Stutz club members. My cell phone 
is 586-453-9316. I can be reached at anytime and will 
return all calls promptly. 

Thank you

Nick Grudich

CAR TO BE AUCTIONED

Stutz Club members,

I wanted to announce the inclusion of  my 1930 
Stutz Versailles, Weymann body in the Hershey RM Auc-
tion in October.  It is an original 35K Motorcar, driven 
regularly, with the 322 C. I. 115 H. P. Dual ignition. En-
gine. The reserve is 80 K and my hope it will help raise 

the awareness and values for our Iconic Brand.  If  anyone 
has information to include in the catalog about this rare 
surviving example please forward to Todd @mahogany-
bay.net or questions to 612-414-5242. 

Best Regards, 

F. Todd Warner

Help Needed with Parts!  

My name is Henk Noteboom, I live in the Neth-
erlands, I’m a member of  the Stutz Club (# 0816) and 
I do have a 1921 Stutz, type KDH, 5-p open tourer. In 
November ‘13 we will participate in a classic car rally in 
Africa (Morocco) with our Stutz. To be well prepared for 
that I’m looking for some specific Stutz parts: head gasket 
or pattern/template to have such part manufactured, 
generator and ignition parts. 

If  any of  the members could help me with this I 
should be most grateful if  they would get in touch with 
me by email: henk@fam-noteboom.nl or phone: 0031 65 
33 22 33 0.  

 Thank you and kind regards,

Henk Noteboom

The Netherlands
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