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From the President

It is summer in Minnesota, 
and I have had the Stutzs on the 
road.  Fortunately, we have a “come 
all” car show here in downtown 
Stillwater every other Wednesday, 
and the show is in the parking lot 
next to where I keep my two Stutzs.  
My cars are always of interest to the 
public and I get lots of questions 
about them.  Certainly not many 
similar old cars in the area.

Things have been pretty quiet in the club this quar-
ter.  No Grand Stutz this year.  Our next club activity will 
be the annual meeting at Hershey in October.  We have 
been trying to get an “activity director” for several years, 
but no one has come forward.  There are a few people in 
the club that hold it together.  Dan and May DiThomas 
have put many hours of time and e�ort in keeping the 
club viable.  Carl Jensen has done an outstanding job of 
keeping us informed with the Stutz News.  But the club 

cannot expect a few people to keep the club alive forever.  
In a club of nearly 275 members, there must be several 
members that can help with administrative duties.  We 
are asking that you come forward.

This is a club with an international reputation for 
quality publications and great member communications.  
I hope this can continue.  Dan and Mary are ready to 
turn over their duties to someone else.  The person or 
person’s that assume the job are not expected to do the 
outstanding work they have done, but they do need to 
keep the club �nancially sound and maintain our mem-
bership records.  Please let us know if you are interested.

Mark Desch, President
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1929/33 STUTZ DV-32 “BRISSON” REPLICA
Coachwork in Stutz Le Mans Style
$100,000 - $150,000
Sold for $224,000

INQUIRIES
+1 (212) 461 6514
uscars@bonhamscars.com
bonhamscars.com/audrain

© 2024 Bonhams & Butterfields Auctioneers Corp. All rights reserved. Bond No. 57BSBGL0808

Consignments Invited
October 4, 2024  |  Newport, RI

http://www.StutzClub.org
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Announcements 

2024 STuTZ Club Inc. Annual Dinner/Meeting Information: 

Date: Tuesday October 8, 2024
Place: Red Lion Hotel Harrisburg, 4751 Lindle Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111
Room: Harrisburg Suite
Time: Arrive at 6:00 PM; Dinner at 7:00 PM and annual meeting at 8:00 PM.
Cost: $40.00 per person paid at the door when you arrive.
RSVP: Please let Dan DiThomas know if you plan attend at support@stutzclub.org

Red Lion Harrisburg Room Block and Rate: The STuTZ Club Inc. has arranged for a block of rooms at 
the rate of $128.00 per night plus tax.  We have 10 standard rooms blocked for Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and 3 rooms blocked for Thursday on a first come first service basis.  The cutoff date for the 
block is September 23, 2024. Reservations can be made by calling the hotel at (717) 939-7841 or toll free 
at (800) 637-4817 and mention the room code STuTZ Club.

2024 Club Dues FINAL Renewal Reminder

This will be the last issue of the STuTZ News that you will receive if you have not renewed your STuTZ Club 
2024 membership.

To know if you have not renewed for 2024, check the address label on this issue.  You will find the words 
“LAST ISSUE” if you have not renewed.

Contact Dan DiThomas if you have any questions, via email at support@stutzclub.org or by text or 
phone at 614 832-0066

Membership 
Report 
submitted by John Boyle

1013
Meagan Lobzum
1 Classic Car Place
Blenheim, ON N5C 2J7
Canada
519-325-4575
Mlobzum@rmsothebys.com

1014
David Sheppard
Linda Sheppard
16992 Verona Lane
Naples, FL 34110
847-910-5615
Sheppard1@me.com

1929 Stutz BB
Cabriolet, Phillips Custom body
Ser. BA 805
Purchased March 30 2024.

1015
Ray Kinney
Bonnie Kinney
4241 Lorraine Ave.
Dallas, TX 75205
214-578-3001
Ray@raykinney.com

1933 Stutz
DV32 Convertible Victoria
Eng #: DV 33268
Ser #: DV-PC-1558
Purchased Sept, 2023.
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From the Editor
by Carl Jensen

I sure hope that you had a chance to drive your 
Stutz on Indy 500 weekend!  We sure did.  For us it 
was a beautiful morning on Saturday (also known as 
Carburetion Day).  We had a chance to share our 1930 
Stutz and Indianapolis history with a few people.  The 
most fun was two young boys, who with their mother 
came over at a gas station and asked if they could have a 
picture standing next to it.  I o�ered that they could sit 
in it for the picture, which of course turned into each of 
them wanting a turn in the drivers seat!  From there it 
was o� to a cruise night.  Its always fun to take a Stutz 
to an event like this.  Muscle car guys “get it” with Stutz’s 
great racing lineage.  They are always so intrigued by the 
engine and other performance features Stutz o�ered. 

You might be wondering why I have a photo of 
myself in a 1912 Case in the Stutz Club magazine.  First, 
lets be clear, I am wearing a Stutz hat in the photo!  My 
father brought me into the old car world from the day I 
was born.  Right from the start he always took time to 
show and explain things about di�erent cars and how to 
service/restore them.  It was very “hands on” for me…not 
“hands o�”.  

Since both my grandfathers had passed, some close 
friends of my parents who were “grandparent age” be-
came the adopted grandparents to the Jensen kids.  We 
had many family outings to AACA events but one really 
stood out when I was 5 years old.  That was the day I got 
a ride in the Case you see here around a dirt oval track 
in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin.  The open sides, and open 
exhaust is a snapshot still in my memory.  When you are 
5, that is like a ride in an Indy car!  

The tour car for the Jensen family was a lovely 
1931 Graham 8 sedan, which my father restored and 
was perfect for a family tour, but nothing like the open 

speedster. The experience of the ride in the old speedster 
stayed with me and would ultimately bring together my 
love of vintage automobiles, their history and motors-
ports…which lead to my interest in Stutz automobiles.    

Who knows how horribly I would have turned 
out had my adopted grandpa not given me that experi-
ence!  I might be driving a Prius.  Fast forward 50 years 
later, I had a chance to not only see, but drive this same 
car.  It was as great as I remembered, throbbing with its 
exhaust cut out.  That ride at 5 years old is a memory I 
will never forget and was just as exciting to do at 55.  So 
just think if you share you old car with some kids, you 
might have a far greater impact on them than you will 
ever know. 

About the time you get this, we will be packing 
up for our annual vintage race event at Road America 
(https://www.roadamerica.com/banner/weathertechr-
international-challenge-brian-redman).  This year 
Carrol has arranged to have the feature be the Ragtime 
Racers!  They will be bringing their 1920 and earlier 
race cars to our famed track and I cannot wait to be 
there! I know there will be at least one Stutz in the 
mix.  This event that runs July 11-14 attracts about 500 
vintage cars to our 4-mile course in a 640 acre park.  If 
you would like to join us and have any questions, please 
reach out to me.  We will have coverage of the event in 
the next issue.

On a �nal note, this is our �rst year that I recall 
that we will not have a Grand Stutz.  I hope this will be 
a one time miss, and we will be back on track again for 
next year.  If you would like to organize one, help with 
one, or even suggest a location, please reach out to any 
of you club board.  I realize that the thought of running 
one can be a bit daunting, but there are members that 
would be willing to help with one, so you aren’t on your 
own.  I think for a small organization we are incredibly 
well connected between email blasts, the magazine and 
friendships so lets be sure we all stay connected with our 
annual event too. 

http://www.StutzClub.org


6                                                                                                                                                         Stutz News/April - June 2024

It was a time of change and people wanted more 
out of everything.  Broadcasting was growing and Calvin 
Coolidge  delivered the �rst presidential radio message 
from the white house. Major companies such as MGM 
and IBM were founded. America was in an economic 
boom and people wanted to live it up.  With that came 
entertainment, speakeasys and the drama of prohibi-
tion.   Bootlegger business ¤ourished and we saw the 
�rst use of Thompson machine guns by mobsters. 
People were pushing the boundaries on everything.  

Race cars were now primarily single seaters and 
“speed bowl” board tracks were the rage.  There were 
spectacular wrecks and safety did not exist. The pole 
at Indy was taken by Jimmy Murphy in a Miller at 108 
mph, though the race is won by Corum and Boyer in 
a Duesenberg.  Sir Malcolm Campbell broke the land 
speed record at 146 mph.  Even �lm star Rin-Tin-Tin 
was living large.  Here is in the May 8, 1924 edition of 
“Motor Age”.  The caption reads, “ Rin-Tin-tin and his 
wife getting ready for a strut in their Stutz car”!

1924 was the second year under the Schwab 
regime and both the times and the company were very 
di�erent than in the Harry Stutz days.  In January, Stutz 
announced their “greater line of cars” for 1924, with the 
press reading, “Fourteen body types and three exclusive 
chasses comprise the great 1924 Stutz line, making it 
one of the most complete arrays of motor cars ever of-
fered to the public by one manufacturer”.   

1923 ended with the Weidley Motors Company in 
receivership and 1924 started with the announcement 
of the approved sale of Weidley for $213,500 and a tax 
payment to the government of $42,000.  The closing of 
Weidley impacted both H.C.S. and the Stutz Motor Car 
Company.  H.C.S. dropped their 4 cylinder and devel-
oped a relationship with the Midwest Engine Company 
of Indianapolis to produce 6 cylinder engines to H.C.S 
speci�cations.  

But sadly 1924 also marked the end for stylish 
H.C.S. automobile.   Stutz on the other hand developed 

Looking Back 100 Years
Carl Jensen



7www.StutzClub.org

their own 6 cylinder engine.  The Weidley engine was in 
fact a very good engine.  It was a solid design built from 
good materials.  However, when Stutz redesigned the 
engine, they made further improvements.  Additionally, 
Stutz still o�ered its well proven KLDH 4 cylinder.  

Unfortunately for Stutz, many of their competi-
tors already had a 6 cylinder in the market for a number 
of years, and some were even producing 8 cylinders.  
Add to that, the racing that made Stutz stand out from 
its competitors had ended years before and now was 
becoming more lore and no longer a basis for selling 

the performance of new cars.  In fact the 1924 brochure 
highlights the quality and value of the car, and no longer 
even has a mention of Stutz racing heritage, other than 
using the name “Speedway” in various models.  Sadly, 
this was re¤ected with a poor sales in1924.  Still they 
o�ered a very complete line of premium cars of every 
possible body con�guration.

 STUTZ Club Contacts
President: Mark Desch  651-439-9479 markd@sas-mn.com

VP Technical Services: John Grunder 860-489-8929 grunders.farm.eqpt@sbcglobal.net

VP Membership: John Boyle 509-238-4958 14bearcat@comcast.net

VP Publications: Carl Jensen 262-662-0287 cajensen2@aol.com

Treasurer: Dan DiThomas 614-832-0066 dandithomas@gmail.com

Secretary: Robert Praetorius 609-861-3040 rjpraetorius@gmail.com

Archivist: Ernie Toth 440-338-3565 etstutz@hotmail.com

http://www.StutzClub.org
mailto:markd@sas-mn.com
mailto:grunders.farm.eqpt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:14bearcat@comcast.net
mailto:cajensen2@aol.com
mailto:dandithomas@gmail.com
mailto:rjpraetorius@gmail.com
mailto:etstutz@hotmail.com
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The last issue of the Stutz News included and 
article entitled “A Bit on Custom Coachwork”.  I had 
not planned an immediate follow up on this, but fel-
low member Mark Huelsebush sent me some amazing 
information that just has to be shared!    The initial con-
nection actually ties back to the December 2023 article 
“Supercharged Cars” and coincidently the Weymann 
article in the same issue.  The following is an excerpt 
from the “Supercharged Cars” article:

The �rst car was ordered for Samual B. Ste-
vens. Does that name sound familiar to you?  It 
should, as he was the sponsor of the Stevens Tro-
phy which Stutz won in 1927, the �rst of the four 
years it was awarded.  (Recall, this was a 24 hour 

endurance contest and the trophy resides in the 
Indianapolis Museum.)  Samual Stevens was an 
accomplished businessman and pioneer racer.  He 
maintained an impressive collection of automo-
biles at his mansion in Rome, NY which included 
a Stutz he purchased in 1926.  But clearly the 
thought of getting a second Stutz with a super-
charger was very intriguing as he purchased this 
custom bodied coupe.  Does anyone else know 
anything about this car or have other photos of it?  

The Indianapolis Star, Sunday, November 10, 1929

A Bit More on Custom Coachwork
Carl Jensen
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When I saw the photo of this racy car, my jaw 
dropped and like everyone else, I dreamed of being the 
guy who would discover it.  I had never seen a Stutz of 
this design prior to this photo.  But on Sunday I was 
sending some information to Mark, who told me about 

a Weymann design book that he had recently found.  It 
sounds like it might have been a sales tool as it is full of 
concept drawings….or as it appears, drawings that actu-
ally materialized.  

http://www.StutzClub.org
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The backside of the illustration reads, “127 ½  
Supercharged Stutz”.  That must have been quite a racy 
machine on that short wheelbase.  The actual car as pho-
tographed in the newspaper looks to be very similar to 
the concept drawing, with the biggest change being the 

front fenders.  It also shows there was clearly no limit 
to the customization as Stutz did not o�er a 127 ½ inch 
wheelbase chassis.  

The following are a few additional photos from the 
Weymann book Mark found:
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Stutz News Search Launched on Website

Did you realize there are almost 40 years of Stutz 
News issues archived on the Club website? To help 
members �nd content by keyword, a new search feature 
has been added. 

It is a two-step process. The search will return a list 
of speci�c magazine issues. Once you open the issue as a 
pdf �le, use Adobe’s search feature (a magnifying glass) 
to �nd what you searched for in the back issues. To use 
the search, log in with your member number and go to 
https://www.stutzclub.org/login/stutz-news-archive/. 

If you have questions please contact Rachel Daeger 
at rdaeger@gmail.com.

http://www.StutzClub.org
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Each time I come across a Stutz Special race car 
that I have not seen previously; I feel like I found anoth-
er treasure.  I don’t know why, because if I have learned 
one thing in my years of researching Stutz automobiles 
and writing this magazine, its that there were far more 
Bearcats, private racers, and modi�ed specials than I 
ever imagined.  Newspapers are �lled with ads from 
agents coast to coast advertising that they have Bearcats.  
Often these are huge ads listing multiple Bearcats at 
their agency.  Lists of local non-sanctioned races have 
more Stutz cars than any other single marque.   The 
second thing is that these cars lost their purity when 
they were new.  I cannot begin to even count how many 
cases I have read about Stutz cars being wrecked at a 
local race, then showing up again.  This of course paves 
the way to make modi�ed “specials”.  A few years ago I 
tried to trace a number of specials on the west coast and 
wrote an article about it; the more I followed one car, 
the more cars I found…soon my head hurt and I had to 
stop.

This special was in the July 30th 1915 edition of 
the “Allentown Democrat”.  This car looks very well 
done, and like all the others, I wonder what happened to 
it.  A regular competitor to Joe Dickenson (below) was 
British Army o°cer Percy Lambert, who was also racing 
a Stutz as a privateer.  With Stutz Motor Car Company 
having such a successful factory race team, it is easy to 
forget all the countless privateers that were racing cars 
they purchased, wrecked and modi�ed. 

Yet, Another Special…
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http://www.StutzClub.org
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Tech Topic

Member Rob Praetorious is also the Director of the Delaware Valley Region of the CCCA. He assembled an 
excellent article for their regional publication on gas tank repair which he has allowed us to include in this issue.





From our Members…

From member Jay Kolb
“I went to Luray Caverns Car & Carriage museum 

last Friday. Thay didn’t have any Stutz automobiles, but 
they did have this engine.”

I love where they put the Ra hood ornament!
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Member Bobby Green joined us at the annual Miller Club meet where we 
celebrate some of the earliest race cars.  Sadly, this is the �rst time in several years 
we did not have a Stutz in attendance, but Bobby did bring his recently acquired 
1920 Duesenberg race car.  While the car looks really cool from the outside, the 
view from the inside is even better! Other Stutz Club members present were John 
MacKichan and his daughter Jessica Gasper from the Speedway Motors Museum 
of American Speed.

http://www.StutzClub.org
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Well this was fun to see…Les McConnell from Indianapolis is a member of 
the Antique Fire Apparatus Club  and they went to visit the Columbus Indiana Fire 
Department to look at their restored diesel powered 1937 Stutz �re engine.  The 
Columbus Fire Department placed the order with the New Stutz Fire Company 
in Hartford, Indiana.  Cummins headquarters is located in Columbus and they 
o�ered a new diesel engine for free to power the Stutz pumper!   The follow are a 
couple photos of the shining beauty as well as the pamphlet that Les sent along. 
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http://www.StutzClub.org
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“The Tennesean”, May 20, 1923
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In addition to publication in Stutz News, 
Classi�eds are emailed to the membership 
upon request. Many of these ads have been 
previously sent by email. Cars and parts may 
have been sold or purchased. Contact Dan 
DiThomas at support@stutzclub.org o be 
added to the email list.

Wanted – Light Switch for BB

After a carburetor fire in the engine 
compartment of my Stutz BB Speedster, 
I need help looking for a replacement 
headlight switch at the bottom of the 
steering column. 

My headlight switch at the bottom of 
the steering box has burned. When I was 
asking for help at the AACA forum, one 
member replied that the STUTZ models 
from 1929 onwards until 1934 had a 
headlight switch Delco-Remy #486G. I 
assume that this could also be the case 
for my 1928 car.

Maybe someone could state the model 
and the make as well as the article 
number for a switch or give me a hint? 

Thank you for your support.

Michael Beitner 
Austria
mbeitner@web.de

mailto:support@stutzclub.org


25www.StutzClub.org

Wanted - AA light switch and levers.

I’m looking for a light switch and the levers 
on the steering wheel for my Stutz AA 
1926. Who can help me, including with 
reproductions?

Thank you very much and best regards 
from the island of Rügen

Ralf Schoenewald
Germany
ralf.schoenewald@t-online.de

Clock Needed

 I am looking for a wind up clock for the instru-
ment panel of a 1928 BB Black Hawk all help would be 
appreciated. 

Daron Horton
fairoakdevelopmentsltd@gmail.com

http://www.StutzClub.org
mailto:ralf.schoenewald@t-online.de
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HELP!  Advice on 1918 Ignition

Dear Club,

My 1918 Stutz Bearcat 4 cylinder engine stopped running whilst I was 
driving it. I have completed various work on the engine to investigate the 
cause of the non running. I found that the splined shaft which connects the 
timing gear to the distributor had a loose locking screw and therefore allowed 
the splined shaft to possible rotate and miss-align.

I have worked on more modern British engines ( 1950s ) and my experi-
ence is that there are marks on the engines and pulleys to help indicate top 
dead centre for the pistons.

Can anyone help me with regards information how to line up the dis-
tributor with my Stutz engine. 

David Bertorelli
bigbertieboy@aol.com
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HELP!  Advice on 1917 Transaxle

Dear Club

I wonder if it’s possible to ask the members for 
information regarding my 1917 Stutz model R rear axle/
transmission?

I am experiencing crunching noises from my rear 
axle (I am guessing the di�erential unit has broken or is 
breaking up). When jacked up and spinning the wheels 
independently the di� unit seems to lock randomly and 
inconsistently. The drive jumps on sharp corners.

I added a magnetic drain plug a few years ago and 
there was a fair bit of metal attached when I drained the 
oil. I need to gain access to inspect the inside while it’s 
still in one piece and before I cause further harm.

Does anyone have an exploded diagram or any 
advice as how to disassemble the axle unit please?

Are there any spares available please?

Any help or advice gratefully received

Thank you.

Regards Dave

07785 276907

dave.marriner@yahoo.co.uk

For Sale

Clutch cover for KLDH motor or maybe earlier.  
See attached photo.

Sorting out my storage, I found this, it came with 
parts from Alec Millar in the 1980s.

If anyone wants it, it’s $65 plus postage from Scot-
land.

Mike Holt
Scotland
bugattiste1@me.com

Help with Ignition Key

Does anyone have a source for creating an ignition 
key from a Sargent part number? (1920-1924 Delco)

Bob Jacobsen
bobjacobsen@sbcglobal.net
650-967-9310

http://www.StutzClub.org
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