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George Holman has been notifi ed by Al McEwan of the Pebble Beach selection committee that “Stutz will be 
honored at the 2011 Pebble Beach Concours” as a featured marque! Th is is the most signifi cant Concours in the 
world and for Stutz to be so honored is recognition that Stutz was indeed a leader in the industry on the day. Th e 
Pebble Beach Concours is an invitational, so there will be a limited number accepted for the event. For 
information on the Concours go on line to pebblebeachconcours.net.

Contact Sean Jacobs @ 831-622-1700 and ask for an application to the 2011 event, or email to 
sjacobs@pebblebeachconcours.net

George is contacting Th e Monterey Historics for information on Stutz racing at Laguna Seca as well. Stay tuned!

Plans for a 2010 Grand Stutz are still in planning stage.

http://www.stutzclub.org
mailto:sjacobs@pebblebeachconcours.net
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Mr. Power Steering – Francis Wright Davis (1887 – 1978)

By your editor

Recently, with a letter dated 01-05-10 (my birth-
day), member Dale K. Wells (No. 921), Treasurer, en-
closed a 6-page article from the February 1979 issue of  
Special-Interest Auto written by the well-known author 
Maurice Hendry. The article is titled, “The Man Who 
Made it Work.”

The article is a bit lengthy and detailed to repro-
duce in Stutz News but ye olde editor thought members 
might fi nd a commentary on the historic development 
of  power steering of  some interest especially since Stutz 
is mentioned therein and because we benefi t from it 
daily without much thought.

Francis W. Davis was born August 19, 1887 in 
Germantown, PA and grew up in Colorado Springs, 
CO. He studied mechanical engineering at Harvard 
1906-10, and following graduation joined the Pierce 
–Arrow Co. in Buffalo, NY. He gained experience test-
ing, selling and maintaining Pierce Arrow trucks and 
eventually became chief  engineer of  the truck divi-
sion. It was during this period that he discovered the 
problems of  steering heavy vehicles. In 1922 he set up 
his own engineering consulting operation specializing 
in hydraulics. He had a patent and literature search 
made which revealed that ideas abounded, and vacuum, 
mechanical, electrical and hydraulic means of  power 
steering had been attempted but all failed for one reason 
or another. Davis started with a number of  devices to 
maintain fl uid at high pressure. 

In Davis’ words, “Well, we worked day and night, 
tried all sorts of  things and got complications and end-
less troubles, because of  the pressures and the pack-
ings, and leakage and things of  that kind. After much 
experimenting and thought Davis conceived the “open 
center” valve, which is in virtually universal use today 
(that is 1979.) We quote: “In the original system, built in 
the mid twenties by Davis and his toolmaker assistant, 
George K. Jessup, a conventional worm and nut gear 
was used, with a hydraulic piston and balanced valve 

in the housing. Oil circulation was by hydraulic pump 
driven by silent chain from a crankshaft sprocket. No 
suitable commercial pump was available so Davis de-
signed a small three-cylinder plunger pump and steerage 
gear, there was a small supply tank and relief  valve on 
the pump.

Normally the oil fl ow was unrestricted through 
the gear. Movement of  the steering wheel partially 
closed one or another of  the valves, and the restriction 
on oil fl ow resulted in an unbalanced pressure caus-
ing the piston to move in the direction of  the wheel 
movement, providing servo assistance in proportion to 
manual effort. Spring loading gave driver “feel,” power 
assistance stopped immediately when the steering wheel 
effort ceased, and “self-centering” was built in to return 
the wheels to the straight-ahead position. All these 
fundamental requirements were designed into the fi rst 
Davis gear.”

Original patent drawing for power steering was fi led by 
Davis in 1926, gained Patent Offi ce approval in 1931.
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In 1925 Davis installed his power steering system 
in his 1921 Pierce Arrow roadster. In October 1926 Da-
vis stormed Detroit with the car demonstrating perfor-
mance to Timken, Gemmer Bendix GM Rickenbacker, 
Packard, Chrysler etc. Ethusiasm ran high but not much 
transpired. 

Meanwhile, Davis became aware of  some compe-
tition. Bethlehem Steel, which had an interest in Stutz, 
had a mechanical gear designed by H.W. Nieman. They 
exhibited this on a Stutz Eight at SAE meetings and 
automobile shows during 1927. An ingenious design 
which attracted considerable attention, it was, however, 
never adopted. It used two contra-rotating clutch drums 
concentric with the steering column. Power was sup-
plied by the engine, and the clutches were controlled by 
the steering wheel, one for the right turns, one for left. 
Wear, bulk, and grabbing problems were never solved. 
In 1953, Studebaker revived this principle, in highly re-
fi ned form, as an option that year. Warner designed and 
built the gears, which had multi-disc clutches, instead of  
the Bethlehem drum/shoe type. The Warner units were 
noisy and too expensive, and Stude replaced them with 
GM Saginaw hydraulic units at once.

Davis’ work 
produced fi ve 
basic patents 
granted by the 
US Patent Offi ce 
during 1931-
34 and patents 
were obtained in 
Britain, Canada, 
France and Ger-
many. Further-

more, Davis worked with Prof. Earl Buckingham, MIT, 
a genius in gear design, to overcome pump  cavitation 
problems with a “supercharged intake” for which Davis 
was granted a patent. GM, as initial licensee, pioneered 
in improving manual sterring effi ciency and also devel-
oped and tested an advanced power steering gear in an 8 
cyl. Cadillac and in a 1933 V 12 model. But, the tooling 
cost was too much for the anticipated vlume in these 
depression years and GM cancelled the license agree-
ment in 1934. In 1936 the Bendix Corp. signed a royalty 
agreement with Davis, built and tested several gears and 
by 1939 had sold two units to Buick for experimental 
use. Bendix-Davis units were then installed in Chevrolet 
armored cars built for the British Army in 1940 and 
over 10,000 units were proven during World War II. 
Then, Bendix-Davis gears began to go into earth mov-
ing machinery, tractors, buses, and trucks. But, the break 
through for use in automobiles was still years away. In 
1951, Chrysler hit the market with power steering that 
functioned fairly well and was not in violation of  Davis’ 
patents. Suddenly, GM came on board and the rest is 
history. Davis, Bendix, and GM worked out a deal for 

Davis’s own 
Pierce Arrow 
roadster served 
as test vehicle for 
his power steering 
development and 
experiment.

Meanwhile, Davis became aware of  some compe-
tition. Bethlehem Steel, which had an interest in Stutz,
had a mechanical gear designed by H.W. Nieman. They 
exhibited this on a Stutz Eight at SAE meetings and
automobile shows during 1927. An ingenious design
which attracted considerable attention, it was, however,
never adopted. It used two contra-rotating clutch drums
concentric with the steering column. Power was sup-
plied by the engine, and the clutches were controlled by 
the steering wheel, one for the right turns, one for left. 
Wear, bulk, and grabbing problems were never solved. 
In 1953, Studebaker revived this principle, in highly re-
fi ned form, as an option that year. Warner designed and 
built the gears, which had multi-disc clutches, instead of
the Bethlehem drum/shoe type. The Warner units were 
noisy and too expensive, and Stude replaced them with
GM Saginaw hydraulic units at once.
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manufacturing, and by 1956 one fourth of  all new cars 
were sold with power steering. Davis never rested and 
obtained patents on numerous improvements, some of  
which produced royalties as late as 1975.

This intriguing story of  power steering brings to 
mind another one we could title – Mr. Cruise Control 
– Ralph R. Teetor (1890-1982). Mr. Teetor was born in 
of  German descent in Hagerstown, IN some 60 miles 
east of  Indianapolis. He suffered blindness at the age 
of  fi ve but perservered to obtain a BS and later honor-
ary Masters Degree in mechanical engineering from the 
University of  Pennsylvania, the fi rst blind person to do 
so. His contributions ranged from Teetor-Hartley en-
gines to Perfect Circle piston rings to the “Speedostat” 

patent in 1945. His Perfect Circle Co. merged with the 
Dana Corp. in 1963. This marvelous story is told in 
“One Man’s Vision,” 1995 by Marjorie Teetor Meyer, 
Guild Press of  Indiana, Inc., LOC No. 95-77508, 224 
pages plus Index.

As “CARNOISSEURS” we must thank Davis’, 
Teetors and other engineers who had the forsight and 
knowledge to provide us the wonderful innovations that 
enhance our driving pleasure today.
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By Arnie “Chic” Postier Jr. (No. 64)

In the April- June 2008 issue of  Stutz News, No. 
84, pages 3-5, Chic told us about his project to resurrect 
a 1922 Baby Stutz Fire Engine which had been convert-
ed into a tractor during WW2, hopefully turning it into 
a Shriner’s parade car or speedster.

On December 12, 2009 Chic replied to the edi-
tor’s request for an update on the project and we quote, 
“This has not been a good year for me. First, I had a 
double hernia operation early in the year and during 
the recuperation period I came down with pneumonia. 
Shortly after recovery from the pneumonia, I contract-
ed Shingles and this problem is still on-going to some 
extent. After medication took care of  the (blister part) 
shingles, therapy has been some help with the nerve 
damage.” My goodness – Ed!

During 2008 the editor contacted Frank Kletz, a 
CCCA friend in Terre Haute, IN and asked if  he could 
determine who now owned the 1922 Stutz Model K 
Speedster/bogus 1914 Stutz Bearcat shown on page 44 
of  Rodger Birchfi eld’s new book on Stutz Fire Engines. 
(See page 5 of  No. 84). Chic followed up with Mr. 
Kleptz and obtained the telephone number of  the cur-
rent owner, Mr. John Christeson of  Terre Haute. 

In his letter dated December 20, 2009 Chic 
described his August 2008 trip to see and photograph 
the 1914 Fire Engine Bearcat now owned by Mr. 
Christeson. We quote “I drove to Memphis TN for a 
couple of  days and left there for Terre Haute, IN to 
meet with the owner of  the 1914 Fire Engine Bearcat. I 
arrived just at dusk and telephoned John regarding my 
desire to see his Bearcat. Although it was late, he gave 
me directions where I could meet him. We met and he 
drove me to a rented residential garage where he had 
three cars of  which the Bearcat was one of  them. He 
allowed me to photograph the car all I wanted. He said 

he planned on racing the Bearcat on the local hill climb 
in the area sometime in the future. He drove me back 
to my vehicle via a building where a local fellow housed 
many very nice cars whose name escapes me. We must 
have talked till midnight or so about cars, etc. He is a 
terrifi c fellow and wish he was a neighbor. I found a 
motel, spent the remainder of  the night and left for 
Oklahoma in the morning.”

On the page following are four of  the 13 pho-
tos took Chic took of  the 1914 Stutz Bearcat which 
was fabricated from a 1922 Stutz Model K (Baby) Fire 
Engine running chassis. The origin of  this Fire Engine 
Bearcat goes back to the mid 1960s when John Robards, 
an Eli Lilly employee in the machinery development 
department was determined to have a Bearcat. Recently, 
the editor discussed the Robards project with friend 
and Lilly associate Hugh McKnight, a Purdue ME, who 
recalls John fabricating the stainless steel gas tank for 
the Stutz and who helped John repair an axle for the 
Bearcat project.

“I still lack installing instruments into the dash and 
installing electrical wiring throughout the Stutz. Then, 
there will be the big day when the engine is started. 
Oh happy day. Ha ha.” Chic enclosed 28 photos of  his 
project of  which four have been shown here.

This story raises the question, are there any other 
Stutz Fire Engine Bearcats out there?

On page 6 is John Christeson’s 1914 Baby Stutz 
Fire Engine Bearat

On page 7 is Chic Postiers Baby Stutz Fire 
Engine Bearcat

Th e Tale of Two Baby Stutz - “Fire Engine Bearcats”

My goodness  Ed!MMMMyyy gogogo dodododnenenessssss – EEEEd!d!d!d!
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Our many thanks to Jim 
Hershey and Route 66 
Magazine for this history. 
(Ed.)



12                                                                                                               Stutz News/January - March 2010

Again, we take pleasure 
in thanking member Wayne D. 
Herstad (No. 519) for sharing 
with us photos of  Stutzes on 
the road in Europe in their 
prime from the Doon photo 
album.

A fantastic Series AA Coupe 
taken along Doon’s journey. 
Note the Goodrich Sivertone 
tires. Can anyone identify the 

place and country?

Th e Th eo Doon Photo Album

A Stutz Series BB 
Dual Cowl Speedster 

photographed in Spain 
in 1928

1928 Series BB Convertible Coupe on the 
road in France or Spain. Can anyone tell us 
the location?
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Author Brooks Brierly found the above rare image 
at the Still Picture section of  the National Archives in 
College Park, Maryland – in the New York Times Paris 
collection of  glass plate negatives. The image is identi-
fi ed as 306 NT 11.105. While the photo caption has 
been lost, Brooks and your editor believe that Luis Fir-
po is the person driving this Stutz on the French Riviera 
in early 1925. Perhaps Firpo brought what appears to be 
a 1923 or 1924 Bearcat roadster with right-hand drive 
from Argentina?

Firpo was noted boxer, champion of  South Amer-
ica who had some success in the USA. While in the US 
circa 1922 he came to Indianapolis and obtained the 

Stutz Distributorship for Argentina which operated with 
success throughout the 1920s. There are three refer-
ences to Firpo in the Splendid Stutz, see pages 76, 143, 
173 and 175.) In 1927 Mr. Firpo imported one of  the 
twelve 1927 Stutz Series AA Black Hawk 2-pass Speed-
ster made by LeBaron. Only one exists today owned by 
member No. 528 (see photo p. 175). We are sorry that 
the quality of  the above image is rather poor but it’s the 
best we could do.

The editor assumes that not all members can read 
Spanish so he has given below his best shot at transla-
tion, but its not verbatim.

Luis Angel Firpo
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The 6th Automotive Exposition held in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina on Sunday 11 November 1923, for the fi rst time 
included a display of  Stutz Automobiles. The two Stutz cars 
were located in spaces 48 and 59 by Luis Angel Firpo, the 
noted boxing champion of  South America, who held the 
Stutz distributorship for Argentina during the 1920s.

The Stutz cars made in the US are truly prestigious. 
To discuss, without a doubt, they are beautiful  and of  great 
quality. 

One of  the cars presented is a 4 cyl. 7-pass touring 
and the other is a 6 cyl, 5 pass touring – both manufactured 
exclusively by the Stutz Co.

The article goes on to discuss the fi ne features of  the 
KLDH engine, the 16 valves, the single block with detach-
able crankcase, machine cylinders, Stutz-Remy starter, Stutz 
Delco double ignition, etc.

The 6-cyl, 5-pass touring car is a type that gives high 
speeds for long duration and is equipped with fi ne charac-
teristics as mentioned above. Illustrations of  the 4 and 6 
cylinder Stutz cars can be found on the rear cover, top left 
and top right. Two 1923 Stutz KLDH 6/7 pass tourings 
survive, Member Gus Ludwick owns one and Shawn Miller 
the other (ex AK Miller.)
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President’s Message

Ed’s Note: This message was read at our Hershey dinner in 
October 2009 by Ernie Toth, Architect

Dear Friends and Stutz Club Members

Due to unforeseen circumstances l am unable to 
join you at Hershey this year.

Daphne goes into hospital this Thursday for a hip 
replacement, and rehabilitation from this procedure is a 
fairly lengthy process.

Stutz Centenary

I am aware that it is a disappointment that our 
well planned itinerary for Indianapolis in June 2010 
has had to be delayed for another year, I wont go into 
the circumstances that caused this problem but if  Bill 
Greer, George Maley, Turner Woodward and George 
Holman can rearrange the programme for the same 
period in 2011 then the Stutz Club Members have got 
something really memorable to look forward to.

The problem appears to be that of  administration 
at the Speedway in Indianapolis but hopefully they are 
just going to delay our Centenary for one year.

l think everybody knows my objective regarding 
the number of  cars that could be at Indianapolis, for 
those of  our members who were struggling to complete 
their projects by June 2010, they have one years grace. 
There can be no excuse.

Stutz Club Board

I would like to express my grateful thanks to 
my fellow offi cers of  the club who are so reliable and 
dedicated to the well being of  the club. Our Stutz Club 
News is probably one of  the fi nest club publications 
that you are ever likely to read, our membership record 
and documentation is exemplary, our fi nancial state-
ments are clear and concise in fact you couldn’t have a 
better run Club.

On behalf  of  the membership our grateful thanks 
to Bill, Mike, Dale and to Jason, George, Ernie and 
John. Any business is only as good as its management 
and we are very lucky in this department.

My own racing programme has continued with 
limited success, much planning and modifi cation has 
been necessary this year, the replica Brisson DV32 Le 
Mans car is progressing well and will defi nitely be at 
Indianapolis in 2011 together with the very last car 
that the left Stutz factory being the 1934 John Charles 
bodied car.

There are other exciting matters being considered 
in particular where to hold the Grand Stutz in 2010, 
2012 and 2013 options are being considered. In the 
meantime I look forward to seeing you all in America 
next year.

Finally I can confi rm that Peter Neville would 
probably have come to America without me but he had 
an accident earlier this year and broke his ankle which 
means that at the moment he can’t walk very far and 
without his two minders. Mike Treutlein could not travel 
to the USA on his own.

Do have a good evening and once again my best 
wishes to you all.

Yours sincerely

Norman C Barrs
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Membership Report
By Mike Barry V P Membership

!!!!!REMINDER!!!!!!     PLEASE REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2010

Renewals for 2010 have been mailed. No increase in membership costs in 2010…still $40 ($42 through Paypal). 
This is an important  year for the Stutz Club as we approach the celebration of  100 years ago when Harry Stutz fi rst  
started producing automobiles. The club has many exciting activities planned over the next three years and we want all 
to participate  in the centenary events. 

Please join me in welcoming the following new members:
#0779                 #0782                                                                            

Rudolf Ernst                                                                                     Eugene L. Kerns
Schoenaich-Carolath Str 22                                                         Associate Name: Roxana
Hamburg 22607         Germany                                                   P O Box 100
Day Phone: 4917616700340                                                      Bailey Co 80421-0103
E:Mail:rudernst@yahoo.de                                                         Day Phone: 303-815-1593
1915 Stutz Bearcat 2 Pass                                                             E-mail: eukens@gmail.com                                                
Engine: # A1972   
VIN:#4C-3576                                                                                #0783
                                                                                       Robert Evans
#0780                                                                                              93 Harper
Anthony Sanfi lippo                                                                        Chautaugua NY 14722
9316 Ingleside Farm N                                                                  Day Phone: 607-661-0226
Germantown TN 38139                 Fax Machine: 716-753-3188
Cell Phone: 901-356-7799                         E-Mail : bobevansdot@hotmail.com
E-Mail: asanfi lippo@gmail.com                                                 1931 Stutz Cabriolet SV16 Blackhawk
1920 Stutz Bearcat Series H                                                         Engine : MB  46-1325                                                              
Engine #7191                                                  
Vin: # 7171                   #0784
                                                                                                              Torkil Storstein
#0781                                                                                              Holmenveien 93
Fountainhead Antique Auto Museum                                      Oslo 0376, Norway 
c/o Nancy DeWitt               Day Phone: +4792288377   
1501 Queens Way                                                                           E-Mail: torkil.storstein@hotmail.com
Fairbanks AK 99701                  1919 Stutz Model H Roadster      
Day Phone: 907-450-2100                                                             
Fax: 907-451-8347     
E-mail: projects@fdifairbanks.com
               museum@fdfairbanks.com
1918 Stutz Bulldog 4 pass Series S Sport Touring
Vin: # S621
1927 Blackhawk Series AA Boat tail Speedster
Engine: #84588 Vin : # BC32A

#0785
Ray Morgan
PO Box 20305
Atlanta Ga 30325
Day Phone: 404-355-6605
Evening Phone:404-351-7780
E-Mail: ray@umcars.com
1929 Stutz Model M 5 pass Weyman Biarritz
Engine : 81766    Vin M8 52 CY89C   

mailto:rudernst@yahoo.de
mailto:eukens@gmail.com
mailto:bobevansdot@hotmail.com
mailto:lippo@gmail.com
mailto:torkil.storstein@hotmail.com
mailto:projects@fdifairbanks.com
mailto:museum@fdfairbanks.com
mailto:ray@umcars.com
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#0786
Mike Mutters
Higher Creek House
South Pool Kingsbridge 
Devon UK TQ7  2RS
Day Phone : 44-1548-531093
Fax#: 44-1548-531093
E-mail : mike@mikemutters.com
1921 Stutz Model K 
Engine #: K10670   VIN #: 10670

#0787
Michael Bousfi eld
28 Heathcote Street
Hull    E Yorkshire HU6 7LP England
Day Phone: 01482 472652
E-mail : mike_bousfi eld@yahoo.co.uk
1928 Stutz  Model BB Cabriolet Sedan  Phillips Body
Engine #: 8632   Vin #: Chassis # 91996

In Memoriam

Fred O’Leary - Member #0619

“I am saddened to tell you Mr. O’Leary passed 
away in October, 2009. He was a true Stutz enthusiast 
and I thank you for the hours of  enjoyment he received 
from your publication.”

Sincerely,  Annabell O’Leary

For Kathryn Haydon - Member #0486

Passion, energy and great enthusiasm would be 
the words I would use to describe our friend Kathryn 
Haydon.  Kathryn passed on December 30 after being 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.  As a testament to her 
positive outlook, her fi nal request was to have a party 
and that everyone wear bright colored clothes.  

Kathryn loved dogs, more than anyone I ever met.  
She was a very accomplished and well recognized obedi-
ence trainer.  She loved to work with children and teach 
them how to train and care for dogs.  Kathryn’s second 
love of  course was cars.  She enjoyed Classic cars, and 
was really passionate about racing.  I think it was the 
blend of  the historic car and race car that fueled her 
fondness for Stutz automobiles.  In fact, two of  their 
dogs are named Stutz and Mercer.  

Kathryn often talked about the times she enjoyed 
while John was racing, and glowed with pride when she 
spoke of  her son John Jr. racing.  I once joked with 
John Jr. that his mother would probably blackball him 
from the family if  he ever stopped racing!  I can still 
hear her saying, “We are a racing family”.  

But what was so special about being around 
Kathryn (as being around John) was the never ending 
passion, energy and enthusiasm.  This not only showed 
in what she did, but was most notable in how she was 
supportive of  others.  She was a person who was really 
excited for others when they wanted to pursue a dream 
and was fi lled with enthusiasm and encouragement.

Sincerely, Carl Jensen

Frederick Dix Roe - Member #299

Fred passed away November 12, 2009 in Holli-
ston, Mass. at the age of  88 years. A Stutz Club member 
in the early 1990s, Fred was a noted historian and best 
known for his 1982 book Duesenberg: The Pursuit of  
Perfection. Fred said he could remember every Duesen-
berg he ever saw in his boyhood in the 1930s. He was 
an Army Veteran of  World War II in Europe where he 
received the Purple Heart.

Fred was an earlymember of  the Veteran Motor 
Car Club of  America (VMCCA) and the Sports Car 
Club of  America (SCCA.) He was a Founding member 
of  the Rolls-Royce Owner’s Club (RROC). He was a 
resource in the formative years of  the Classic Car Club 
of  America (CCCA). He joined the Society of  Auto-
motive Historians (SAH) in 1971 and served in various 
positions including editorship of  Automotive History 
Review. Predeceased by his wife Barbara, Fred’s sons 
Frederick W. and Donald W. and their spouses and chil-
dren survive. (Ed.)

mailto:mike@mikemutters.com
mailto:eld@yahoo.co.uk
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Treasurer’s Report
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Date: October 8, 2009
From: Cornelius W. Hauck
Cincinnati, OH

Dawned on me, upon reviewing the last three is-
sues of  the NOOZE that [a] I never responded to your 
[welcome] note of  last March or [b] made any other 
effort to keep Stutz alive in your worthy publication.

Still don’t have anything to offer. But YES I did 
get retired, on April Fool’s Day (appropriate?) and have 
been struggling to adjust ever since (ever notice how 
every day seems to feel like Saturday when you no lon-
ger have an offi ce routine?). It was a lot of  work getting 
retired -- getting clients settled with new advisors, clean-
ing up 42 years of  unresolved or accumulated “stuff ” 
. . . we couldn’t even fi t in our usual winter sojourn in 
Tucson. So as soon as I was ‘loose’ we did go to Tuc-
son -- now a “summery” vacation there! -- and then to 
Florida for a wedding in Janet’s family, then Gloucester 
MA to see our kids there, Portland ME for the annual 
Ry & Locomotive Hist Soc event, then in July to Denver 
for a big event to commemorate the 50th anniversary of  
the opening of  our Colorado RR Museum at Golden.

Now we’re staying home. But as I write this I note 
you are/should be at the annual Hershey get-together. 
Hope you see a few nice `new’ Stutzes there -- sure 
haven’t seen any here. Or Nationals either.

Noted the 1923 KLDH 7-passenger in the Sum-
mer issue -- “only one” -- it looks just like the one I 
found for local friend Elmer Hess about 40+ years ago, 
except that I vaguely recollect that one was a 1922 -- and 
looked much better! Elmer dead long ago and I don’t 
know what became of  the car. And last summer CARS 
& PARTS magazine had a nice color spread on a 1928 
“BB” speedster -- you probably saw that.

 Hope all going well with you -- have not been 
up to Indy for X years -- but still remember it’s there! 
And better than old friend Keith Marvin -- only a few 
months older than me! Great auto historian.

Date: November 18, 2009
From: Richard H. Lichtfeld, Pres. Peerless Motor 
Car Club, Madison, Wisc.

I am glad you sent me the latter, I lost your ad-
dress.

The only thing I know about Stutz are the stories 
my mother used to tell about them. Her father had a 
large nursery on the north side of  Chicago, Evanston 
and Libertyville, and they had Stutz cars. One 7 pas-
senger and one roadster and every year they went to In-
dianapolis and traded one in. They would leave Liberty 
in the morning, have lunch in Indianapolis, pick up the 
new car and be back that evening. 

That’s quite a haul today on our Interstates. He 
was a fast driver and mom said he paid his speeding 
tickets by the month. She started driving when she was 
nine years old but she said if  she wasn’t the fi rst one 
away from the light or the stop sign he would say move 
over, this is a Stutz and you are expected to be the fi rst 
one down the road. She said one summer, the day she 
got out of  school, they left with the 7 passenger Stutz 
heading west on the Lincoln Highway. 

They spent all summer traveling the western states. 
Mom said, one time they got on a road that ended and 
they had to cut down some trees in order to turn the big 
Stutz around. What was neat about the trip is they sent 
their dirty clothes homes and bought new as they trav-
eled. That’s the way to go. 

When mom was 11 she said she drove a new Stutz 
down Michigan Avenue  in Chicago as a demonstration, 
crossing the center curb, showing that even an 11 year 
old girl could drive a Stutz. Little did they know that 
she had been driving a REO Speedwagon nursery truck 
since she was nine.  I think the time frame for all this 
was probably between 1920 and 1928. 

Grandpa died in 1931 and I do not know the year 
of  the last Stutz that they owned. I know Grandma 
traded the 7 pass Stutz in for a new 1938 Buick and 

Letters to the Editor



28                                                                                                               Stutz News/January - March 2010

moms brother kept the Stutz roadster until 1942 when 
he put it up on blocks in the barn, greased everything 
down, covered it up and joined the Navy. When he got 
home from the war he discovered Grandma sold the 
roadster for $15 to a junk dealer. Who knows, I might 
be president of  the Stutz Club todayif  we still had that 
Stutz.

I have to get back to work. I will write to you 
again about the Peerless Club and history.

Date: January 4, 2010
From: Virgil A. Marple (No. 778)
Maple Plain, MN

Dear Mr. Greer,

Thanks for the very nice welcome letter to the 
Stutz Club. I have attached a picture of  the car as it was 
when I bought it about 15 years ago and it still looks the 
same. I have had the engine running but have not put 
it on the road yet. The exterior is in good shape but the 
person I bought it from said a raccoon had gotten into 
it and tore up the upholstery. Currently the car is in dry 
storage on my farm.

As I understand it, early in the cars life someone 
in Northern Minnesota bought it from the Canadian 

Mounted Police. Supposedly the body was then taken 
off  the car and hung in a garage while the chassis was 
used to power a winch in the mines or to power a 
sawmill. In any case, the roof  is slighted dented on both 
sides (as if  a chain was used to hang it) so I believe that 
the hanging in the garage is correct. That would account 
for the body being is such good shape. Also the fl oor of  
the car is now plywood.

Concerning the history, I bought the Stutz from 
Gordon Freseth. Gorden gave me a bundle of  papers 
with the car. One item was a bill of  sale from Anten 
Johnson to Gorden Freseth dated July 19, 1968. The 
Bill of  Sale states that the car is a 4-door sedan, 6 cylin-
der: Meter #16535, Series D.W. 51H. [William, do you 
know what meter means?]

There also are items related to the club. They are:

1. A 1987 letter from you to Gorden Freseth. 
Also included is a Draft Proposal to Establish a Stutz 
Owner’s Club ofAmerica (SOCS).

2. A June 1974 “Stutz Owners Register” compiled 
by Mr. G. Duke (There appears to be about 147 mem-
bers, their addresses and their cars are listed.)

3. “The Journal of  the Stutz Owner’s Register”. 
This includes a Report of  the 
Nov. 18th 1966 Meeting and “A 
Run Down on the Stutz Motor 
Co. cont’d” article. 

4. A Sept. 1968 Stutz Regis-
ter Newsletter.

5. “The Journal of  the Stutz 
Owner’s Register” (probably a 
1966 date). Also included is “A 
Run Down on the Stutz Motor 
Co.” (this must be the fi rst part 
of  item 3 above)

If  you would like to have a 
copy of  any of  these, just let me 
know.

I hope to have the car run-
ning next year. I have recently 



29 Stutz News/January - March 2010

become Assistant Director on the Board of  Managers 
for the Upper Midwest Region of  the Classic Car Club 
of  America (CCCA). Thus, I feel that I should have 
a running and driving classic car, and the Stutz is it. I 
hope to get it into my shop and start working on it this 
summer, but I do have a couple of  projects ahead of  
it. I am a professor of  Mechanical Engineering at the 
University of  Minnesota and currently on a phased 
retirement program. I will be fully retired in about 2 1/2 
years. Then I hopefully will get things done at a more 
accelerated pace.

Date: January 12, 2010
From: William T. Pohl (No. 671)
Cave Junction, Oregon
541-660-8789
pfohl@cavenet.com
 

I am writing to you to try and learn more infor-
mation on the history of  my Weymenn 695 Speedway 
Six Roadster. My father Paul Pfohl purchased this 1925 
Stutz in 1969 from the deceased wife of  Richard Dye 
in Buffalo, New York. Mr. Dye was an Air Force fl ight 
offi cer.

Mr. Dye purchased this Stutz from someone in 
Hamilton, OH. The only other information we had 
on the car was that at one time it was purchased from 
under an orange tree in an orange grove in Orlando, FL 
in either the 1940s or 1950s.

After joining the Club I become more interested 
in trying to fi nd this great sporty car’s history. She is one 
of  thee built that year and has some special features that 
the other Weymann does not have. It features knock off  
wheels, spark adjuster moved from the steering wheel 
to the dash. I think this may have been done for racing 
purposes. A cigar lighter and its hand tooled dash were 
not a standard feature it seems.

When reading about Harry Stutz and that he 
moved to Orlando area the year that this car was new 
with a new wife, I thought that it might be a possibility 
that perhaps Mr. Stutz may have owned it when it was 
new. Harry, I understand, was a car guy that would most 

likely own one of  three built special Weymann bodied 
Stutz’s built in 1925 in the town area of  the somewhat 
small town of  Orlando at that time. 

I contacted Mrs. Marnay Colman a stepdaughter 
of  Harry’s wife who was adopted a  year after  left our 
world in 1930. It seems she did not have any informa-
tion on Harry’s cars but said that he did own an orange 
grove in Orlando at the time he passed away. She stated 
that Harry was known to go to the races at Daytona 
Beach.  Harry may have run this car in the fl ying mile as 
a “swell thing to do.”

It is my hope that someone in the club, may have 
some information on the possibilities of  the cars that 
Harry once owned. If  Harry owned this car, Harry, or 

mailto:pfohl@cavenet.com
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At Gooding Auction, Pebble Beach 2009, the rare 1914 Stutz 4E 6-pass Touring from member Drew Lewis collection 
sold for $200,000 plus 10 percent comm. (origin A.K. Miller Collection.)

his friends may have raced this car in the Florida area. 
I would appreciate any information that anyone in the 
club that could give me on this history subject of  our 
car.

The photos on the previous page are pictures of  
two Weymann 1925 Stutzs. Joyce and I own the yellow 
one on the top. The red one (below) has been recently 
sold. I understand the third Weymann no longer exists. 
Would anyone know about it? It is my understanding 
that it maybe was burnt up in a museum possibly in 
France in the 1960s. It would be great to see all three 
cars come together at a future show.

Classic Closed Cars will be Featured 
at 2010 CCCA Museum “Experience” 
June 4-6

Classic closed cars will be the special feature at 
the Classic Car Club of  America Museum’s annual 
“Experience,” scheduled for June 4-6 on the campus 
of  the Gilmore Car Museum, the home of  the CCCA 
Museum.  

Closed cars—such as coupes, limousines and 
sedans—must be recognized CCCA Classics, as con-
tained in the club’s Handbook and Directory.  However, 
car owners need not be CCCA members to display their 
Classic closed cars at the “Experience,” which will be 
held Sunday, June 6, 2010.

Our thanks to Life Member 
Larry Nicklin (No. 28L) for 
clipping these ads. The Connors 
Motorcar ad shows a photo of  the 
1929 Stutz DC Speedster listed 
in the ad (center above.)
The 1928 Stutz BB Conv. 
Coupe on the way to Monserrat 
Spain, March 1928

Stutz on the Block
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The Club and the editors aim 
to publish accurate information 
and recommendations, but neither 
assumes responsibility in the 
event of  claim of  loss or damage 
resulting from publication of  
editorial or advertising matter. 
Statements of  contributors are 
their own and do not necessarily 
refl ect Club policy.

Classifi eds
For Sale

Diff  Idler Gears made by Auto Gear Company Part • 
Number CS 11-4

Th ese are 18 teeth straight bevel with 6 spines. 2 off  • 
and are NOS

Intake manifold for 6 cylinder Black Hawk-used• 

Roadster front window frame measures 11 1/4” at • 
ends and 45” overall length, was sold to me as off  a 
Stutz Roadster – needs small repair to one corner – 
no glass

Front bumpers – these are similar to 1929 Model M • 
but measure only 58” from centre to centre of eye 
holes – the blades are 2”wide and 3/8” thick

16th Annual Millers at Milwaukee-
Vintage Indy Car Event July 9-10
The Harry A. Miller Club will hold their 16th event at 
the Milwaukee Mile racetrack located at the Wisconsin 
State Park in West Allis, WI.

The 2010 Miller event will again offer a Friday 
afternoon and Saturday venue. The gates will open at 
11:00 a.m. on Friday, July 9th. Gates will open Saturday 
at 8 a.m. 

Admission fee of  $25 covers both days. Entry fees 
are $300 per entrant (not per car.) Additional informa-
tion is available from Harry A. Miller Club, PO Box 
1008, Germantown, WI 53022 or call Lenore at 262-
253-2661.

Window post mounted Anderson Electric Au-• 
toreelite 6” dia. Th is light can be removed as it has an 
extension cord to use as a inspection light. Has the 
original makers transfer on it NOO

Fat mans wooden steering wheel 17” Dia made by • 
Tiltok Detroit #119094. Th is wheel tilts and also by 
using a key can be made to free wheel. Th is wheel is 
NOS and has not been mounted on a car. Also comes 
with horn button.

20” wire wheels with #5 hub (1929 Stutz) lock ring • 
type. Th ese have been stress relieved with new spokes. 
Need to be trued and fi nished 48 front with 24 at 
back.

Contact Len Harvey #0527 at beaconview8@xtra.co.nz

From: Warren G. Kraft  (No. 696)

I enclose a photo of  what is said to be a Stutz 8 
cyl. motor. It was in an old boat which dried up in stor-
age years ago. The motor is thought to be 1928 or so. 
I can’t fi nd any numbers on it or name plate. Can you 
identify it? 

When primed and with battery, it started up easily 
and ran for a few seconds on the limited gas supply 
provided. 

The motor is for sale and perhaps you could list 
it in the newsletter. I have no idea as to value though I 
think between $5,000 and $10,000. It has a Zenith car-
buretor. I don’t know if  the transmission is a car or boat 
type. The clutch pedal goes on the shaft you see on the 
side of  the transmission. 

Mr. Kraft ’s address is PO Box 248, Cold Spring Harbor, 
NY 11724  -  Tel day: 631-692-7797

mailto:beaconview8@xtra.co.nz
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