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THE BALLAD OF A BEARCAT 

By: Hugft P Gutftrie 

WHAT'S IN A NAME 

You won't believe this but recent research has 
shown that Hans Christian Grimm, when originally 
writing the story of the three bears, had included all 
the family pets in the story. However the local au­
thorities were not impressed , as it was considered 
that no animals should be considered to be more 
exalted than any othe r, and the comm on version of 
this tale omits any mention of pets. Some of the 
older migrants from Europe may well have remem­
bered the original ve rsion (now uncovered by the 
recent research mentioned above, as the result of 
some original manuscript found in an old clog) and 
Harry C was, probably, often told the fairytale of the 
Three Bears and their Bear-cat It's true, I tell you! 
And that must be where the famous name came from 
- would a Bearcat owner lie to you? 

EARLY HISTORY I found my Bearcat in the rear 
of a country garage near Melbourne , in November 
1952. It was a sorry sight An earlier owner had con­
verted it to a utility truck. and it had sheet metal 
mudguards, no cabin and was leaning forlornly to 
starboard, as it was missing one rear wheel and axle. 
The locals had also given it a hard time as all the 
glass - little that there was - was smashed, as were 
the spark plugs. The radiator was without a cap and 
the radiato r badge was missing. The badge, the ga­
rage owner told me, had been 
removed by a co ll ecto r, which 
was an act of vanda lism also. 

I paid $25.00 for the 
wreck. The engine number was 
Al 1981 and the chassis num­
ber 4C-3465 

Why did a young fellow 
(I was so me 20 summers at 
the time) wa nt with a big ca r 
like that? We ll , I had recently 
come to the city of Melbourne 
to become an engineer, and 
had left my family home on a 
farm 150 miles away. Th etra in 
journey usually took 5 hours 
so I was looking fo r a sporty 
(read "fa st") car to run home 

to see Mum and Dad now and then . I asked a kn ow l­
edgeable father of a friend what sort of car was a 
"Stutz"? He told me that the Stutz was a sporty make, 
so I handed over my money and became the proud 
owner. I did not find out until a few years later that 
he was referring to the overhead camshaft models , 
and had never seen any earlier 4-cylinder models 

I trucked the car to my uncle's suburban home, 
where I was boarding at the time. The reception was 
less than enthusiastic and word soon got back to 
my father. He was not at all impressed and issued a 
stern reminder that I had studies to attend to, and a 
career to develop I began the first restoration in the 
front yard 

The pro ject was interrupted by a call from my 
father to come home to work on the farm as he was 
to be hospitalised for sickness as a result of his war­
time activities. I could not leave the car in the city, 
so a mate hitched up my car - now with a new, 
second-hand axle and wheel - to the rear of his 1937 
Chevrolet "sloper" and towed me the 150 miles to 
the farm My memory of that tow is hazy, mainly 
because it was an exhausting trip and fraught with 
several hair-raising incidents - like falling as leep at 
the wheel of the Stutz and only being woken by my 
friend weaving frantically across the road in the 
tow-car to wake me up! Fortunately, 1953 there was 
not the volume of traffic on the road we travelled as 
there is today 

Prior to being towed 150 miles to tfte family farm- note tfte empftasis 

2 on driver safety and comfort. 
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1 998 Australian Day Rally 

Hugh Guthrie of Bu Ileen , Australia t the wheel 
of his freshly restored 1916 Stutz Series C Bearcat 
with visiting member Francis De Prins of Les 
Rapieras, Gourdes, France. 
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Hugh acquired this Bearcat (Engine No. Al 
1981 , Chassis 4C-3465) in 1952. Many thanks Hugh 
for shari ng "The Ballad of a Bea rcat" with us . (Ed.) 
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My reception at home was not enthusiastic -
my father. a man of great courage, refused to travel 
with me as we tried out the car on our back roads. 
Admittedly, it had no seats and he had to sit on a 
wooden box and hang on to the chassis I After some 
effort. my brother and I managed to make the car 
run mo re or less reliably, with the usual impatience 
of youth. It was not registered for road use when it 
came time for me to return to Melbourne, for re­
sumption of studies and to return to work . I was suf­
fering from an eye infection at the time so another 
friend ("friends" figure very strongly in this narra­
tive) agreed to drive it the 150 miles back to my 
uncles house . This trip, made during the evening 
and night, was a saga on its own, but suffice to say 
that after a generally trouble-free run. my friend man­
aged to get to within 20 miles of Melbourne when it 
overheated due to a leaking radiator. He abandoned 
the car on the side of the road and hitch-hiked back 
to his house. I was fo llowing along in a modern car. 
which had some troubles and was some time be­
hind the Stutz. We could not believe that the Stutz 
could have travelled so well. and were convinced we 
had passed the car, somewhere in the dark. We were 
so convinced that we ign o red a hitch-hiker we 
passed, and went home . Yes, that hitch-hiker was 
my friend and he wasn't very pleased! ! 1 I returned 
the next morning and the Bearcat was still parked 
beside one of our main interstate highway between 
our two biggest cities, untouched. Times have 
changed I 

I moved from my uncle's house to a boarding 
house and was able. after some time, to shift my car 
into the garage at that address . There the car gradu­
al ly acquired a body of my design in the general form 
of a speedster, with cycle guards I was learning about 
Bearcats and was a fond reader of an article (which 
I still cherish) written by Tom Mccahill about Tony 
Koveleski's Bearcat The finished car. so like many 
"specials" built around that time in Melbourne. was 
not a comp lete restoration, but it was reliable and 
FAST and VERY difficult to stop' It did carry me, on 
seve ral occas ions, up to the family farm and Dad 
did condescen d to ride in it once or twice (and 
boasted about it to his mates afterwards, I'm to ld) 
It cru ised at around 60 m p h and I 0 m pg, on these 
trips, and was always a source of interest in my home 
town . 

I entered several rallies conducted by the local 
Veteran Car Club for cars manufactured before 1918, 
and won an odd trophy or two, although not for a 
co ncours1 As a young man with a tendency to show 
off. I must have been a consta nt worry to the more 
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A younger owner. in tne 1957 Veteran Car Club 

cf6Cfi1!~-rvative members of that Club. I was reminded 
now and then that Veteran Cars do not travel at 70 
m.p.h., nor do they conduct races down the high­
way and have their exploits published in the daily 
press (I was reported as an "Indianapolis Racer" 
speeding down the highway during a rally at high 
speed) 

Just at this time when my escapades were mak­
ing life a bit exciting, the patent Stutz transmission, 
already badly worn when I bought the car, decided 
that my jack-rabbit starts and high speeds had bet­
ter stop. The cost of correcting the "rounded" square 
axle ends and damaged hubs was beyond my means 
at that stage. The car went into storage in which­
ever shed or garage I could cadge space from friends. 
as I moved from boarding house to apartment. to 
marriage, and finally to my own home with detached 
garage and workshop. 

And then followed 40 years of promises that 
one day I would properly restore the old girl to her 
former splendou r, and hear once again the throb of 
that mighty Wisconsin. 

THE RESTORATION 

I replaced half of the old temporary (25 years') 
timber floor of the garage with concrete and cov­
ered the new floor with donated carpet tiles . Why 
was this important? Because this was to be a seri­
ous restoration and only cleaned, painted and re­
built components were to be allowed on the new 
floor. The old timber floor in the other half had to 
suffer the indignity of coping with the mess. 

The strip-down was relatively easy with , how­
ever, growing unease about the wear on almost all 
components and the lack of knowledge of the form 
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of some missing parts -especially those related to 
the body There was also some drama associated 
with the weight of components. Although I had 
rigged a gantry and used a block and tackle, th e en­
gin e crankcase slipped as I was transferr ing it from 
the chassis to a wheelbarrow to convey it out to my 
trailer. In the instant that it sl ipped (and all restor­
ers have this vis ion in t hat sp lit-second as the pre­
cious p iece of machinery plumm ets to appa rent de­
struction) I could see the crankcase sp litting into 
irreparable pieces as it st ru ck the edge of my new 
conc rete floor. I threw myse lf between the VERY 
heavy cast ing and the unforgiving ground and low­
ered it into the wheel-ba rrow as ropes and tackle 
ra ined down . It didn't suffer any damage but I was 
fo rced to take a few days rest to all ow my back to 
recupe rate. The joys of working alone (why couldn't 
I have been interested in motorcycles - o r stamps')' 

Axles - The squa re drives at the outer end were 
in a sorry state as were the hubs. The hubs differed 
in des ign as one had been missi ng when I first pur­
chased th e ca r, and I had been fortunate to obtain 
another from a loca l wrecker. Each had slightly dif­
ferent locating and sea ling arrangements . The hubs 
were re-sleeved and the squa re "splines' on the ax­
les ground to match. The accuracy of the machining 
is such t hat it takes considerabl e patience-and much 
grunting under the load - t o slide the hub and its 
brake-drum onto the axle. The sq uares at th e differ­
ential end of the axles were not sufficiently worn to 
require attention . 

Gearbox - Th e gearbox had been abused by 
previous owners. as well as me! The case had been 
broken and re-welded someti me about 1935. The 
countershaft bearing had collapsed at one time and 
the balls of the ball-bearing had been punched out 
through the case. There were no usable bearings or 
gears in the box. and the differential pini on was 
missing one tooth . The gearbox was handed to one 
of ou r local expe rts who invested a fair proportion 
of the national debt in new components. I was a 
consta nt vis itor to ens ure th at t he project was not 
delayed. as this expe rt was also in demand by oth­
ers, and he had to be constantly reminded of my 
need to have a complete gearbox/differential before 
I could mo unt the chassis on its wheels . 

Accident Damage - Som e time in th e past - I 
think around 1935-37, when the car had been con ­
verted to a utility truck - the car had been involved 
in a serious accident The chassis had been repaired 
at the front by plates riveted at the front engine 
mounting, the radiato r had been rep laced with a 
modern core. albeit a squa re profi le, the headlights 
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were 1920s barrel lights, the crank-handle had been 
rebu ilt from several pieces, the front axle was bent, 
and there was evidence that the front drivers-side 
engine mounting had been re-welded . The drop-arm 
from the steering-box was b;rnana-shaped , and I 
found that the steering box output shaft had about 
a 15-degree twist' 

Chassis - The chassis was delivered to a fine 
o ld craftsma n cal led Mac, in th e di stant suburb of 
Moorabbin, as I had been to ld that he was adept at 
straightening truck chass is. His workshop was a step 
back in time, as the cliche puts it The work area was 
the resting-place of an enormous. vintage Thornycroft 
truck , and old Mac was rebu il ding t he frame of a 
vintage Douglas motor bike . He removed the ri veted 
plates from the Stutz chassis and o ne o f the 
dumb-irons fel l off ! Obviously it had been a seri ous 
accident in the past He welded and re-gusseted the 
fram e and all I had to do was clean it and paint it , 
which tedious task was completed with a little fam­
i ly assistance over a couple of sunny days 

Engin e - I knew from the previous rebuild that 
th e gudgeon pins in two cy l inders had somehow 
escaped their locking bolts and savage ly sco red the 
cylinder bores. I took the two blocks (yes, they are 
also heavy and when one overturn ed in the boot of 
my car. .. but that's another story ') to a reputable 
restorer with some experience with side-valve Ford 
V8 engines . After much head-shaking it was agreed 
that the offending cylinders would be sleeved if 
sleeves could be located . Fortunately, we found sui t­
able s leeves in Sydney, designed for 
air-compressors, and the repair began At the sa me 
time the va lves were refaced and reseated - not ve ry 
success full y as we later found out This restorer 
found a crack in one of the blocks but we thought 
that it might be possible t o use the car for a shake­
down period with the application of suitabl e seal­
ant. The crankcase went to a dear old ret ired gent le­
man close t o my home who had been invo lved in 
bearing remetalling since they put new bearings in 
the Ark. He required th at the crankshaft be 
crack-tested and then proceeded to lose some of 
the brass caps into which the bearings were to be 
poured' After new ones were made we were ready 
to assemble the engine. Thi s was done mainly by 
another good friend , John , who had been a colleague 
since the early days of my Stutz owne rship. 

Friends and Co incidences - One of my most 
helpful friend s is another Bearcat owner, member 
Ian Smith (#41 1) of Buni nyong in country Victo ria . 
His advice, and his wi ll ingness to lend me parts for 
copying (where they are common wi t h my car,-as his 
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is a 1918 Model S), to arrange for castings and to 
give me parts from his extens ive col lection, has been 
an immense help One day a Belgian gentleman ar­
rived at his door in Buninyong and explained that 
he had a 1916 Bearcat in France and he had been 
adv ised that Ian was knowledgeable about such ve­
hicles. As a result I was given the address of this 
gent leman, as we had common interests, but were 
yet to meet It transpired that a month or so later 
my wife and I were visiting our son in Toulouse. 
France, and I took the opportunity t o ca ll on mem­
ber Francis De Prin s (#343L). That visi t was a 
goldmine for me as I had never set eyes on another 
bucket-seat roadster. and was complete ly at sea 
when it came to body-work and all those little de­
tails that are required to co mplete the ca r. Francis 
was ve ry generous of his time at a very busy period 
for him, and I came away with a notebook full of 
drawings and a roll of exposed film , from which I 
could construct the body frame, seat s, trunk, foot­
rest and muffler 

Radiator - Just to show th at age does not nec­
essarily bring wisdom, I had an urge to build a square 
tube radiator, myself I had taken the one from the 
car to a few radiator repairers/restorers who had 
some qualifications in the vintage rad iator field, but 
was made aware of the enorm ous cost of a new co re. 
I wrote to seve ral suppliers in U SA, and received 
several pleasant replies but no suitable sol uti ons. 
After some research, I decided to look for suitab le 
thin-walled brass tube and a suitable cra ftsman to 
square the ends and so lder the tubes into a co re 
and onto the existing tanks . It took some time but I 
finally found a supplier wi lling t o provide the tubes 
cut to the req uired length The supplier was in Chi­
cago, but I had fait h in t heir honesty and with a suit­
able exchange of cu rrency, I became the proud owner 
of 6000 li tt le brass "toobs", although the Customs 
people first had to be paid a small fo rtune to re­
lease them - th ey th ought I was going into produ c­
tion , somehow, and was go ing to turn them into a 
profit' I placed these tubes in the hands of a firm 
that build vintage radiators and they promised to 
do a perfect job. I nagged and nagged but it was a 
hot summer and they were very busy fi xing modern 
failures and would get around to mine in a day or 
two. 

The Wedd ing -All this had taken me from Sep­
tember 1996 until early December 1997, at a leisurely 
pace. Th en our youngest daughter announced that 
she and her young man wished to marry in 6 months 
and she wanted the Bearcat ready to take her to the 
church' some 25 kms away' Panic ensued, spu rred 
on by my wife's recogn it ion that if I was occupied in 
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the garage she cou ld get on with arranging the wed­
ding much more efficiently than if I was under her 
feet I immediately prepared an inventory of al l the 
pa rt s that required attenti on and promptly realised 
that more time was necessary than I had available. 

Head lights - I borrowed a headl ight from Ian 
Smith's 1918, and with suitable drawings arranged 
fo r a metal spinner to spin headlight bodies and 
rims. I actua lly had four made , so that I have spares 
at present Ian arranged the casting of mounting 
brackets from a pattern I produced . I then fitted the 
reflectors out of the existing, incorrect headlights 
and arranged for plating. Unfo rtunate ly the plater 
damaged the rim s and then compounded the felony 
by hav ing them repaired by someone who made 
them worse . Otherwise his performance was satis­
factory but my experience on this project is that 
no-one takes as much interest in do ing a good job 
as yourse lf. I modified the reflecto rs to take a mod­
ern bulb, and left the off-centre sidelight bulbs in 
place As I have not been able t o find a pair of suit­
able headlight glasses, I fitted two circular pieces of 
shower-screen glass with an obscuring pattern , at a 
cost of $US I 0.00 . The pattern on the glass diffuses 
the internal reflecti ons and the fin al effect is quite 
good as an interim solution, until I locate suitable 
replacements . 

Fittings - At the sa me time I had, again with 
Ian's help, co mmissi oned brass cast ings for several 
fittings that had been lost by previous owners. I used 
Ian 's ex ist ing ignition switch to const ru ct a new one 
including making the springs - and realised fo r th~ 
first time that the key is rem ovable' This switch was 
a chall enge, but the new swi t ch is indistinguishable 
from the original. So also is the footrest, whi ch I 
based on one that Franc is De Prins has for his car 
The front Hartford-pattern dampers I cop ied from 
an original pair still on the car, and fabricated with 
springs and wooden friction plates. The muffler ends 
were cast from patterns based on the example I had 
seen on Francis ' 1916. I had patterns made so that 
these ends can be duplicated , and designed them 
so thatthe body of a modern muffler can be clamped 
between them. This gives a reali st ic and efficient 
muffler, but I tested it severely later on. When trying 
to sta rt th e ca r, I inadvertently all owed the magneto 
timing to advance a little too far- the resultant ex­
plosion complete ly unwrapped the two layers of 
muffl er body and frightened every dog and chi cken 
for miles . I certa inl y did not expect the second ex­
plosion the next day, after repairing the muffler. A 
faulty magneto coup ling had allowed the ign ition 
to be advanced once aga in' I check it regularl y now. 

STUTZ NEWS/ JULY - SEPTEMBER 1998 



Bearings - Others may consider this not un­
usual. but when I visited my loca l Timken bearing 
supp li er to purchase new wheel bearing s, the 
samples I provided of tapered roller bearings caused 
cons iderab le interest. but no problems . I received 
new replacements for all bearings from either Aus­
tra li an stocks or from overseas - all within 2 weeks. 
even th ough I had purchased th e tota l Australian 
stock for some items. 

Bodywork - From the sketches I had made of 
Francis' ca r frame ,I made up a frame and app lied 
the necessa ry panel s. This was no prob lem. rea lly, 
as the basic body frame is si mple. While not the 
world's best ca rpenter o r panel beater, I completed 
the body frame and the two seat frames (again from 
my sketches of the seats of Francis' car) . The car was 
then transported back and forth to one of thi s 
country's best body shops, Blackart Fabrications , so 
that they could sta rt on the mudguards and valances 
while we proceeded with the assembly of all the me­
chanical bit. I had been fortunate to receive, many 
yea rs ago, a set of working drawings of (we thought) 
Bearcat mudguards from member John W Jordan in 
Texas. These provided a good sp ringboa rd until we 
found that they were for some other model, not a 
Bearcatl 

Transporting the car became a regular chore. 

The Panic - I would like to draw a veil over the 
period of about two months prior to the wedding, 
as the ru shing from one contractor to another. the 
nagging and frustrati on were exhausting. It was only 
with the support of my family and the efforts of sev­
era l friend s that the ca r progressed . The body-shop 
ca rri ed out their work admirably and a neighbouring 
paint shop was very helpful in allowing me to de­
liver bits and pieces for preparation before they had 

Stutz News/ JULY-SEPTEMBER 1998 

even seen the car. Th ei r paint job was excellent as I 
asked for a contempo rary paint fini sh, not a mod­
ern "plastic" look. My next-door neighbour. a tal­
ented furniture maker, volunteered to make a trunk 
and I duly provided a sketch. His handiwork went to 
the trimmer to be cove red in leatherette , and I 
baffled with hinges and locks. The trimmer's's father, 
retired from full-time work , waved the magic wand 
that older craftsmen seem to have and · 1 had two 
seats with di amond-button upho lstery in finest New 
Zea land leather. These seats are soooo comfortab le 

Windscreen - My wife insisted that the ca r 
should have a monocle windscreen fo r looks. Ian 
ca me good with a suitable set of patterns for a screen 
clamp and I improvised designs and located a loca l 
craftsman of cons iderable reputation t o install the 
glass. The end result is an excellent reproducti on 
which invariably evinces comment from passers-by 
I should recogn ise that my wife has excellent judg­
ment in these matters! 

The Last Lap - In the last weeks before the 
wedding the car started to come together. However, 
the radi ator, when it finally turned up in the last week 
(after dire threats) didn 't fit! The radiator man was 
dispatched pronto t o come up with an interim so lu-

ti on, which is still in use, albeit not satisfacto­
rily because of looks and performance. The ra­
di ato r saga rolls on even yet! Although we had 
started the engine (prior to the muffler explo­
sions). it had on ly been allowed to run fo r a few 
moments as th e radiator had not been fitted. 
On the days prior to the wedding, the lights were 
wired up and the petrol line connected to a 
genu in e Bearcat petrol tank that Ian had found 
for me many years ago. A magneto fault was 
ident ifi ed and rectified and at about I 0 pm on 
the Thursday before the Saturday wedding, 
three weary workers agreed that we could - even 
shou ld - start the car, as it was booked into the 
registration authority for the next day. Road reg­
istration is mandatory in this country, and re­
quires a roadworthiness assessment before­
hand . 

The Result - Despite all our efforts. the ca r 
refused to start! Our daughter, however, was able to 
be photographed in our carport, in all her glori ous 
finery, on the car - and she pronounced herself very 
pleased to be able to do that. And then it rained! 
Not much, but quite enough for a 25 km trip with an 
expensively and exquisitely gowned bride on an 
open car to be out of the question , in any case. 
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The &ride. the gown and the ca r 

away from the frantic efforts in the garage, so it was 
a few weeks before I decided to redress some of the 
temporary -qu ick fixes" we had empl oyed in the in­
terests of completing the car in time for the wed­
ding. It was then that I found that an earlier owner 
had mod ified the wheel hubs so that a newly nick­
elled set of hub-nuts wou ld not tighten The hubs 
were re-sleeved to match the nuts. 

The engine was reluctant to start. and close 
examination showed that the magneto was again 
faulty The Bosch ZR4 2-spark is constructed so that 
the interna l connection to the distributor is via a 
slip-ring and external ly-mounted brushes . These 
slip-ring brush connecti ons must be rem oved be­
fore the internal distributor connections are re­
moved when working on the magneto, otherw ise 
they are damaged One of the two on mine had been 
broken in the hands of a previ ous owne r. and re ­
paired at that time. The repair was OK externally 
but had an internal short-circuit This has now been 
repaired, but I am searching for a comp lete replace­
ment. When the engine was start ing reliabl y, we 
found that several va lves were not seating and so 
we had to grind them in aga in . Only then, when the 
car was deemed roadwo rthy, did I venture out 
Firstly, there was th e roadworth iness inspection . 
The inspection was an anti-climax. The inspector 
came for a ride to measure braking efficiency (it was 
acceptable fo r a 2-wheel brake system) and signed 

8 

the certificate wit hout a 
sing le problem I had ex­
pected problems as the ca r 
is qu ite different to your 
everyday autol The next 
day, off to the registration 
authority, a distance o f 
some I 5 kms . It was very 
pleasant weather. and the 
on ly problems on the way 
were the other motorists. 
who kept asking me what 
it was , and" what' II she do, 
mate?". The registration 
process . normally tedious . 
was the reverse. The staff 
wanted photos, and asked 
questions about all as­
pects while completing al l 
the fo rmalities for me! I 
think the visit must have 
been the highlight of their 
day as I had an admi rin g 

crowd around the car at all times and eve ry other 
customer ju st had to waitl 

Today - The car is now rewired and fitted with 
direction indicators . These additions detract a little 
from the originality, but are a necess ity, I have found. 
if the car is to be used in today's traffic. The brakes 
have been relined, as an incorrect choi ce o f differen­
tial lubricant allowed copious quantities to escape 
onto the o ld linings . The clutch has been a constant 
concern as it was becoming increasingly sudden in 
operati on. Examination has shown that the sliding 
centre o f the cone had worn badly and the bearing 
on the spide r was also worn, and the tail-shaft was 
not correctly aligned. The bush is now re-s leeved and 
the bearing repacked as a replacement is not avail­
able in the correct configuration, although I will find 
a replacement in time forthe next rebui ld in 80 years 
time. The car is now much easier to drive in traffic. 
and I can go about my task of harassing the nat ives I 

The Rewards - Already, there has been a con­
siderab le amount of interest in th e ca r and the first 
award at a local gymkhana and rall y. But that isn't 
my greatest thrill. That thrill is to drive a real Stutz 
Bearcat . and when I'm in the driving seat I wouldn't 
call the King my uncle. Well done . Harry C Stutz. 
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Stutz Wrench 

Replacement of 

Zenith I 05DC 

Carburetor with 

Schebler Model S 

Duplex 

by James D. Crank 

Jim's 1928 Stutz BB 
Black Hawk Boattail 
Speedster on di splay in 
May 1998 at 
"Friendship Day" put on 
every two years by a 
local car club. 

My Stutz actu­
ally has a 1926 engine 
in it with mostly 1928 
accessories ; but I 
have the correct 1928 engine for it, #87741-C. After 
a total rebuild, it will be installed in the car. 

A little story When I dismantled the 28 engine, 
I sent the cam to a local shop to have it reground to 
a somewhat more aggressive grind, since I intend 
to do some vintage car racing with it, and there are 
a couple of friend s whom I intend to prune to a 
fair-theewell The cam grinder called a week later 
and to ld me that I had better leave it alone, as it 
already had nasty timing and any more would make 
the car rather hard to live with . 

The timing is very different than the stock cam 
timing and yet the cam is original factory and not 
an earlier regrind 

Investigation then suggested that the C in the 
spare engine's serial number did not stand for "Chal­
lenger", as I thought ; but "Competition" I was told 
that the term "Challenger" was not used until later. 
In other words, I may have a LeMans engine 
WHOOPEE! 1 ! ! ! 

If anyone has any really informative data on 
thi s bu siness, I sure would like to know about it I 
have t ri ed ever sin ce getting this wonderful car. to 
find out ju st what the changes were that the facto ry 
made to t he ca rs sent over for the 1928 Le Mans race ; 
but thi s seems to be a totally dark area . Someone 
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must accurately know if any, and what, changes were 
made to the engines sent over for the race, or per­
haps they were poss ibly modified after they arrived 
in France. I certainly would like to clear up thi s fa s­
cinating puzzle 

Look, any car that can lead the entire factory 
Bentley team for some 4 1/2 hours has to be really 
super special, since the Bentleys were souped up 
quite a bit , and the Bentley car was a formidable 
competitor. Even with that transmission failure , 
Stutz sti ll came in second, a remarkable achievement 
for a "Stock" American car of that era. Well, stock my 
foot, there had to be some changes made; but what? 

Perhaps this should be a definitive story fo r our 
magazine, yes? 

Never mind that supercharged version in 1929, 
that was a bad joke. I spent a lot of time going over 
the one that was restored by the Harrah Collection 
and except for making sure the mixture was thor­
oughly stirred up, it was useless . Too small and not 
enough boost and blowing through the carburetor 
was rea lly bad engineering, Mercedes S Models in­
cluded . What a yellow brick road that idea was ' 1 

I enclose ph otos of the Schebler carb I put on 
my Stutz. 
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Personally, I abso lutely hate Zenith air correc­
tion carburetors. and, as far as I am concerned, any 
pot metal con traption dese rve s t o be instantly 
thrown in the junk. Mine was an all bronze model; 
but was more tro ubl e than it was worth trying to 
keep it in tune. 

The ca rburetor now on the ca r is a "SCHEBLER 
MODELS DUPLEX". It has two I 1/4" throats . The 
mixture adjustment can be set from bone dry to full 
flood, so one ca n accurately tune it, and once set it 
stays there . I really like constant vacuum ca rbure­
tors, I even got along with the S.U.s 
I had on my MG and Jaguar Tune it 
and keep your fingers off , no Sat­
urday morning fidd ling 

The Schebler has fo ur mount­
ing stud holes, in place of th e six 
for the Zeni th , so th e two cente r 
ones have to be removed. Also the 
rema ining ho les on the base of the 
ca rburetor need a touc h with a 
round file to get them to go over 
the rema ining studs, just a touch. 

The th rott le and choke link­
age are not changed, although I 
lost the hand th rottle, sin ce thi s 
part icu lar ca rburetor did not have 
a hand thrott le lever on it , useless 
gadget anyhow Although, I cer-
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tainly could have added one if I 
wanted to. 

Th e engine sta rts instantly, 
even if the weather is really cold, and 
has all the pep that a tired 1926 en­
gine can be expected to prod uce. 

Just for you r enterta inment, the 
Schebler that is going on the new 
engine is also a Mode l S, but with 
two l 1/2" throats. It is a 
bronze-aluminum model off a model 
J Duesenberg. The late model intake 
manifold , unlike the present Swan. 
accidentally fell into the milling ma­
chine and it is now l 1/2" all the way 
up . This new engine is going rn 
breathe! 

I do fo ll ow o ne ru le though, 
nothing that is modified is done so by welding or 
cutting on the Stutz, any change is str ictly bolt on. I 
can return it to fa cto ry o riginal at any time. It is just 
that after a lifetime of driving all sorts of wonde rful 
cars, the unl ocked potential in the Stutz car just can­
not be left untapped. It is ju st such a great road car 

In my experiences the on ly passenger ca r that 
is in the same league is the H6 Hispano-Su iza, and 
they cost four times the price o f the Stutz. 
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STUTZ AT ANOTHER FRENCH RACE by Ray & Kitty Katzell 

We recent ly were doing 
some library research on our 
Minerva in the French periodical. 
La Vie Automobile There, in its July 
25, 1928 issue, Kitty happened to 
spot an article en titled "Le Grand 
Prix de ! 'AC F des voitures 
sport," a title that shouldn't need 
translation The article reported 
a 263 kilometer road race run at 
Comminges, France on the pre­
ceding July 1. As that race was not 
listed in The Splendid Stutz, we 
thought our readers might be in­
terested in this addendum to the 
Stutz racing record 

For the q ual ifyi ng trials in the race, the entrants 
were divided into five classes, depending on engine 
displacement In the group with engines of more 
than three liters was a Stutz driven by our old friend 
Edouard Brisson As readers of The Splendid Stutz 
may recall, Brisson was co-driver of the Stutz BB 
Black Hawk that fini shed second behind a Bentley 
in the thrilling 1928 Le Mans 24-hour race . To judge 
from the accompany ing photo, his Stutz in this race 
was the one that had part icipated at Le Mans a 
couple of weeks previously, its stripped gear obvi-

ously having been rep laced in the interim. Thi s time, 
Brisson's Stutz finished first in its class in the quali­
fying trials, travers ing the d istance at an average 
speed of 105 km/h r. (about 63 mph) 

In the fina l race , the 11 qualifiers ran with time 
handicaps based on the best time in their cla ss reg­
istered in the trials. Brisson and his Stutz finish ed 
third behind a Bugatt i and a Salmson, although its 
average speed of 11 2 km / hr. (about 67 mph ) was 
actually second best behind the Bugatti 

THE STUTZ COMES TO ST. JOHNS .. by Keith Marvin .. 

When one thinks of Stutz in the ea rl y 1920s, 
the thought is more than likely to conjure up cer­
tain images- the Bearcat, unusually high coupes with 
the spare tire lying flat at the rear and right-hand 
steering to name a few. 

Likewise, their "territory" - places where the cars 
weren't unusual exceptions in the traffic pattern­
New York City, Hollywood and Los Angeles, Palm 
Beach and Newport might properly be considered 
home turf to the Bearcat the Bulldog or even a scat­
tering of fo rmal closed models. Whatever, the Stutz 
generally seemed to gravitate to the affluent and 
upper eschelon of automotive society. Thus , it is 
surprising to discover that in 1924, no less than two 
of the make were registered in Newfoundland, as 
unlikely a stamping ground as one could imagine! 
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Newfoundland at the time was a cool, some­
what remote self-governing dominion and the old­
est of the possessions in the British Empire, having 
been discovered by John Cabot in 1498. Its motor­
ing residents bought cars wh ich at once were se r­
viceab le, practical and economica l, both to buy and 
to keep in operation. Cars on the Newfoundland 
scene ran toward the Model T Ford, Buick, 
Studebaker, Chevrolet, Willys-Knight, Maxwell and 
Paige cars which were built to last under ordinary 
condit ions and most of which did 

The year 1924 was notable there as it marked 
the final year in which motor vehicle registrat ions 
were confined to the capital city of St Johns, a total 
of approximately 626 ca rs, trucks, motorcycles and 
a single bus being issued license plates 
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Luxury and "fun" cars weren't a part of St Johns 
automotive pattern with only a handful of excep­
tions. These included four Rolls-Royce touring cars 
owned by H. D. Reid, and two more of the same make 
registered by Sir Edward Bowring, all of which had 
been on the island since 1914 having been ordered 
between 1911 and the latter year by two of St Johns' 
leading merchants. 

How then, one might wonder, did two Stutz cars 
get into the picture? A good question but worthy of 
specu lation We have the fol lowi ng information sur­
rounding them . 

The first Stutz was registered by Edgar Bowring, 
do Bowring Bros , on May 15th 1924. The registra­
tion cost $33.00 and Bowring was issued licen se 

number 5308. 

On July 7th, Leonard G. Reid paid $50.00 to 
register his Stutz which was assigned li cense num­
ber 5647 . 

This is interesting as it seems obv ious that both 
Stutz owners were connected with the two 
Rolls-Royce owning families. 

The missing link in this glimpse of Stutz his­
tory is the absence of information su rrou nding the 
model year of the cars or body style I have tried 
without success to obtain an answer regarding how 
the registration was operated by weight, horsepower 
or cost of the cars in question At the moment, I'm 
still trying to get t he answer. 

The recreated Visalia Road Race of 191 7 

by David Cammarano 

We first heard of the planned Visa li a, Ca lif. 
Motorspo rts festival in the most unlikeliest of places, 
on the South Island of New Zealand. We had taken 
our 1964 Scepter sports racer and our 19 15 Stutz 
"Weightman" Spl down to New Zealand in February 
to com pete along with 6 other U.S. drivers in the 5 
race "So uth ern Festival o f Speed". Our hope was to 
lure the "White Squadron " Stutz in the Wellington , 
NZ co llection out to ra ce. While the N.Z. Stutz was 
a no-show, o ne of the other U.S. drivers, Brian Blain 
of Visalia, Ca. talked to us about hi s group's dream 
of recreating the 
Visalia road races 
held on the 4th of 
July from 1912- 19 17. 
Although at that 
time, Visalia was a 
sleepy farming town 
in the middle of the 
Cent ral Valley, a ma­
jor event was held 
with nationally 
known drivers drawn 
to the event by it's 
$ 1000 00 l st prize 
Entrants for the 
o riginal races in­
cluded Stutz, Na­
tional, Chalmers, 
Dusenberg, 
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Pope-Hartford , Mercer, Overland and Pullman to 
name a few. 

To recreate the event the organ izers were ab le 
to recruit 3 Stutz related vehicles, the Stutz pow­
ered 19 14 Tahis Spl driven by member Randy Reed 
of San Diego, member Steve Dean 's 1920 Stutz H 
Roadster and o ur 1915 Stutz "Weightman Sp! " Oth­
ers in th e field were the 1913 Indy winning Peugeot , 
1912 Pope-Hartford (that actually ran in the 191 2 

Dave Cammarano and riding mecha nic Ray 
Damitio leading tfie Dean Stutz. 
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Our Stutz passing the 1912 National with the 1914 Tahi s Spl. in 3rd. Note the smoke. 

Visa I ia race) and a 1908 Mercedes-Benz all from th e 
fam ous Bothwell Co llecti on. Adding to the fi eld were 
a 1919 Essex racer, a 1912 Nati onal, fresh from the 
"Great American Road Race", a 1924 Franty Sprint 
Car and our 1924 Falls 8 race car. 

The modern race was to be run on a chall eng­
ing paved road around a pond in Visalia's Mooney 
Park. The interesting part of the track was the large 
tree in the middle of the pavement split on either 
side by the track . Avoiding the tree caused and in­
teresting game of ch icken by the largely Monterey 
Hi sto ric trained drivers . With the Fox TV cameras 
filming fo r a docu -

So successful was the initial event, it will in­
teresting to see what Blain and hi s crew come up 
with for next year. For mo re info rmati on on next 
year's race write: Visalia Motorsports Council , PO 
Box 507, Visalia. Ca . 93279 . 

We are entered in the August 15 Montana Hi s­
tories with our 1924 Falls 8 (we ran the Stutz last 
year). We also have pre-war's grids at Thunderhill in 
October and at San Diego in November but haven't 
decided if running the Stutz or the Allard . 

mentary, a series of 4 
races were run over 2 
days with the Na­
ti o na I, Ta hi s, 
Weightman and Falls 
8 each taking victo­
ries. The large crowd 
of over 45 ,000 at­
tended the 2 day 
eve nt in 97 degree 
wea ther and we re 
t rea t ed t o spirited 
rac ing, a photo fin ­
ish, a protest of "d irty 
dri ving" fil ed by the 
Nat ional t ea m and 
so much smoke on 
the track at the end 
of race that it was 
diff icult t o see. The Stutz leading the Falls 8 with the National Essex and Tanis trailing 
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Clippings of Note 

we are indebted to member Cornelius W Hauck for this interesting bit of history reprinted from the 
National Booklet, Fours to Twelves . (Ed .) 

![1u5- l-Jer(' ore flu, dril'ers. tdfi<'iul .<;r·ore keept'r.~. r·hecke1·.;;; mid ti111.e keeper.~ 
ot the then 11·urfri'.~ f'IH1111pi()n e11duro11(;e erellf 

JolmnY .-\ i tke11 
( S. Jll:rrl 1rn.11 Chn 11111imi ) n,f Sal ion al 
Fr paimcntal /J cµar fm cnt 

~ f;eora-c- \\. eid JC'y 
J>uilder of Jreidfry motor.~ 

:~ Ho\\'ard .\le1rmo11 
D f'signrr and huildcr of J[ armon cars 

.i Fra 11 k \\. hl·1:kr 
011'ner of ll'h ctlcr-Sllfbfcr Carburrfnr 
( 'nm pany 
S.cc nnd r·icc-lirf's idcnl Indianap olis 
.\[ olnr S pud1ru!J 

:i \\'111. (;11,· \\'all 
i ·icc-prcsidmt unrl ( 'hi1j E11gincrr 
.Yat io1wl ( '0111µa11y 

ti T . .I . .\lnon· 
JJ1achasi1t{I ..!{l ent, 1Vatio11al ('0111 pnny 

7 Cl1:1rlie \krz 
oJ 1\' atiorwl racing fa me 

~ Carl(;, Fisl1er 
Presidt!nf J>resfn- 1,itr C:om1ia11u 
President l nd ionapolis JI otur 8 pecd1ra!J 

!I .J a p C l<'m mens 
1\'01r i11 i\'afio110L Purchasing and ln­
spcclion Drparlm cnfs 

10 Ilarn· ~loon· 
nem; nf .Y11linnal 1-:.rprrimnital 
D c pa rim f'1l I 

11 :\. C. ~ c"·hy 
flrcsidc11/ (lll'lircd ) .Yatimwl Cnmp(lll!I 
First 1 · icr-l 'rcsidcnl I nrlionapolis .l/ nlor 
S J1Ud ir i iji 

1-.? C. F. Smith 
of Gnnrlric!t Tirr Company 

l ~l Georg-e M. Dickson 
General M anagrr (a11d I'rrsid rnl ) !Ya­
tionaf Compan y 

1-t lla1-r\· Stutz 
President Stutz :lfnlnr Cn r ( 'nmpar1y 
and dc.,ioner nf Stnlz cars 

I :) .I. A. :\.llison 
r· ice- l'rf'sirfrnt I'rcsto- f,ite Cn mpau.11 
Secy.- Treas. Indianapolis ill nfor 
Sp1'edu ay 

1:10:~ !lie ru<l iutor 11·r1s 111(1(/e r1J11Hrl 



Heick or Fellows? 

by Keith Marvin 

Perhaps I can shed some light on the cartoon 
used for the Kelly-Springfield tire ad which appears 
on page 26 in the previous issue, with speculation 
that it might have been the work of Peter Heick. 

Actually this is a sketch by Lawrence 
(Laurence?) Fellows, an English sketch artist who 
drew quite a number o f these line drawings for Kelly­
Spri ngfield during the early 1920s. They may be 
readily found in the Nati onal Geographic during that 
period 

Although Peter had great admiration for Fel­
lows' style, he never met him . Peter's famous "The 
Peregrination s of the Pecks" series of ads for Kelly­
Springfie ld in 1925 shows the difference in artistic 
approach alth ough, as a curious coincidence, Peter 
also used an HCS for the make of car used by the 
Pecks in their travels depicted in the succession of 
ads in 1925. The first of these may be seen on page 
21 of the May-June 1988 number of Stutz News in 
con junction with my story "The Peregrinati on of the 
Pecks Revisited ." 

It would appear that in all probability, the HCS 
was used as a model in Fellows' Kelly ad, but it 
doesn't have the ·authenticity' of the Heick draw­
ing. We know that Peter rented an HCS for his model. 
Yet, the Fellows rendition doesn't have a genuine 
'ring' to it, at least in my opinion. 

On the other hand, the sports roadster in the 
Fellows ad is obviously a Kissel. What bugs me, 
though , is that on this car the steering wheel ap­
pears to be mounted dead center as its driver - ob­
viously a ladi es' man - sits behind it, flanked on 
either side by two flappers How about that? 

Incidentally, if you focus a magnifying glass 
on the bottom center of the Fellows ad, you may 
see 'L. Fellows' sketched there . 

The editor is pleased to reprint below Mr. Marvin 's 
article referenced above which was published in 
Stutz News over a decade ago 

THE PEREGRINATIONS OF THE PECKS REVISITED 
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by Keith Marvin 

Back in 1925, a rather attractive and beautifully drawn series of ads for 
Kelly-Springfield Tires appeared in various magazines. The series depicted 
the coast-to-coast journey of the Peck family consisting of a Mr. and Mrs. 
Peck and their two children and were scheduled to appear every other week, the 
first of the series debuting in The Saturday Evening Post's issue of March 7, 
1925. The series was not as welfl<nown as the Kelly-Springfield illustrations 
by Lawrence Fellows, but it had something which the Fellows ads did not, a 
continuity on a single theme. 

The Pecks owned a rather striking phaeton, duly equipped with Kelly­
Spri,ngfield tires throughout to assure their safety on the jaunt, and every 
two weeks, the sketches would take on a new 1 ocation. Starting with the 
family packing their cars in the initial ad, subsequent sites included the 
family crossing the Hudson River on the ferry between New York and New Jersey 
(there were no Hol1and or Lincoln Tunnels then, nor a George Washington 
Bridge); the Pecks arriving at Pinehurst, N.C.; their arrival in St. Louis, 
and so on. 
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CThe KELLY FLEXIBLE CORD 

The Peregrinations of the Pecks 

Tl1t l'cckz lire in n f\"e,;: l"ork s11b11rb. 
Jim l'rrk i: /lit hcfld nf n nnall b11I Jue· 
rt:.Tful b11si11tJJ; lit i: nlso-al least 
nomi11ully-llit !itarl of I/it Perl.· family. 
For tlirtt years /ht fnmily ha: btc11 la/L·. 
iug nbo11t a /rip lo /lit Const, anti nl Ins/ 
tltty arr! actually going. 

Tl1is is tlttfirst racnlio11 Jim hns laJ.·~11 
i11.firt! ytnr.1. Cha11gi11g tirt.r o,, lht road 
is out of /ht thing.< ht is SOT pln1111i11r: 
lo do. lm1ct /li t l\tllys. 

111 .rnliuq11t11/ i.rsttts nf this public11lio11 
"'t sliull mul lht Pecks on their lrn1·els . 

W HEX you start out 011 a trip you want to feel re:.l!>onaLly sure that 
it is going to be made- i11 eomfort. and ,·omfort Jlle:.tns riding l"Ulll­

fort as well as freedom from tire trouble. 

Kelly Flexible Cords will gi1·e you real riding comfort and are deµend­
able bcsikr. 

The re:J..Son is found in the Integral Bead construction. used 0111~· b.1· 
Kelli·. I nste:ul of thousands of .\'/1ort cords. each cut off and held rigidly 
at tl1e bead, the C':m:ass of the Kellv Flexible Cord contains onh· a few 
//1111tlrcd !011g cords. looµe<l (l/"Ot1111/ tl1e bead. This 111:.ikes it as fie~ible as 
an old .i..:lon' and also makes it possible to use a ttexible lrt'acl. 

Tn- these 11e1Y Kelln. In addi tion to their e:isy-riding qualities, they 
will ~ut-mile any tire )·ou ha1·e e1·er used. 

KELLY-SPRINGFIELD TIRES 
12 
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What may come as something of a surprise to the reader is that this series 
was done by Peter Helck, Dean of American automotive art, who passed away 
April 22, 1988 in his 95th year. And it may be equally surprising to many that 
the mystery phaeton in which the Pecks made their trip was, in essence, an 
H.C.S., built by Harry C. Stutz. 

This will come as something of a revelation to nearly everyone today and 
the foregoing explanation of the series appears here for the first time. 

In a letter to this writer dated August 6, 1965, the artist, Peter Helck, 
had this to say about the series: 

"Perhaps fortunately few people save magazine ads so the things like the 
Kelly-Springfield campaign do not return to haunt the perpetrator. Indeed, I 
remember the series vividly for a number of reasons. It was that rare occa­
sion when I worked direct with the advertiser, my brother having conceived the 
Peregrinations and selling it to K-S. They were swell folks to deal with. 
The association was pleasant in all ways. 

"However, the ad agency (in no sense in the same class with K-S) obviously 
resented this artist-client relationship and after the thing appeared in 
publications, attempted to alter the situation. The attempt was clumsy. 
Their art director, who many years before when I was a youngster breaking in, 
had in his fatherly way coaxed me into several weeks work on speculation. 
This was a total loss of time. This gent, whose poundage equalled the lady 
who used to baby-sit for you, was designated to personally collect the 15% 
which my direct contact with K-S caused that much financial loss to his firm. 

"After more of the fatherly stuff he told me the reason for his visit. At 
age 32 I could, on occasion, be pretty spunky. He got out fast ... well, he 
did have some difficulty in extracting his enormous rear end from the chair he 
was sitting in, but the departure was hurried. I lost no time in reporting 
this to K-S and had their assurance there would be no further interference in 
our set-up. 

"By present standards, the Peregrinations were pretty bad drawings, way 
below the standards set for Fellows. If I remember correctly, Fellows was 
absenting himself abroad for a year or two. My brother hit K-S at the right 
instant. Yes, the car was basically HCS. I rented one, made drawings, and 
had photos taken. If I ever run upon these photos, I'll pass them on to you." 

And that's the story. 

The H.C.S. car was manufactured by Harry C. Stutz at the H.C.S. Motor Car 
Co., in Indianapolis after he had departed from the Stutz Motor Car Co., and 
produced as many as 800 cars in its banner year of 1921. In 1924, Stutz added 
a taxicab to the line, setting up the subsidiary H.C.S. Cab Manufacturing Co. 
The last passenger cars were marketed in 1925 and the taxis continued produc­
tion until 1927 when the H.C.S. operations folded. 

~ The reader will note that the H.C.S. car the artist used as a model has 
been changed here and there to mask its identity, notably in the substitution 
of a round radiator badge replacing the winged motif used by the H.C.S. 
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Editorial Comments 

There has been no response to the editor's plea 
in the past two issued for someone to take over the 
editing job for the Stutz News. This is rather surpris­
ing to "Old Bill " considering that club membersh ip 
now exceeds 345 members world wide. With that 
number there must be someone in the club with an 
interest in becoming the editor. Do let us hear from 
you soon 

As this issue goes to press, we are making final 
preparations for our trip to New Hampshire to at­
tend the 11th Grand Stutz hosted by Founding Life 
Member William B. Ruger at his home in Croydon 
We remember so well the great time we had there 
in 1991 at the 4th Grand Stutz. We look forward to 
these great moments of Stutz cama raderie. Plans are 
made also to attend the "Get Together" at Hershey, 
PA on Friday, October 9th at 3 30 p.m being held at 
Ernie Toth 's space CN49-50. 

In OLD CARS, June 25, we noted with interest 
that members Richard Belveal and David Reeder 
were 1998 Great Race participants. We quote from 
the coverage of the GR published on page 12: "Dick 
Belveal of Gig Harbor, a town just west of Tacoma 
(Wash ington, Ed) is the local entrant in the 1998 
Great Race. He's in the navigator's seat of a yellow 
19 1 7 Stutz Bearcat (we I ist it as a 1918 Series S ed .), 
which he raced in 1997's race . Dave Reeder of Ft. 
Smith, Ark, is the driver. We also noted that ex­
member Jim Neeley of Graham , Texas had to re ­
place the 1921 Paige with a 1929 Ford Mode l A 

In Old Cars , July 23, 1998, we were delighted 
by a photo of a 1933 Stutz DV 32 dual-cowl Speed­
ster. Fortunately, the article covering "Eyes on the 
Classics" Design Car Show on page 28 listed the 
Show 's sponsor. The Detroit Institute of 
Opthalmology replied to my inquiry and provided 
the name and address of the Stutz owner. I wrote to 
Lloyd Needham of Toronto, Ont Canada with an 
invitation to join the club. Mr. Needham called me 
to acknowledge my letter and I learn ed that he was 
one of the people who had paid Turning Point Press 
for The Splendid Stutz and never received a copy. I 
suggested he contact member George Holman . 

Member David Cammarando of Olympia, 
Washington has given us a good article on the in­
augura l Vintage Motorsports Festival in Visa l ia, Ca l i­
fornia. Now we note that Pete Lyons has a good 
articl e on the Visalia race in AUTOWEEK, August 3, 
1998, page 18-20. We will request permission to 
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reprint Lyon 's "Race 'n Ride" story in a subsequent 
issue. 

Robert Gray of Beaverton , Oreg. was kind in 
sending the editor an article from The Oregonian , 
August 10, 1998 which appeared on page B3 con­
cerning the sales of W Ray Radford's car collection 
at the Brooks auction in Carmel , Calif Mr. Radford's 
1927 Lincoln Aero Phaeton is expected to bring 
$250-350,000 due to its being one of a kind . I had 
asked Mr. Gray back in October 5, 1997 what had 
happened to the 1927 Stutz AA Sedan he had seen 
in storage . This Stutz is listed in auction as "A fabu­
lous time capsule bought from the original family 
with 46,000 miles. A lot of barn finds are rusty, but 
this doesn't have to be restored. Est $5-10,000" 
Ed . says" I' ll Take It! 1 

Another item that got my eye in the August 20, 
1998 issue of OLD CARS, page 22. This article by 
Randy Rundle deals with a new coolant by Evans 
Cooling Systems, 446 Lancaster Ave , Frazer, PA 
19355, (6 10) 889-9933. Th is coo lant, around since 
1983, has a boiling point of 370 degrees and gives 
freeze protect ion to minus 80 degrees. It is not mixed 
with water. The coolant was combat tes ted in the 
1917 Hudson Indy Speedster in which Rex Gardner 
and Gary Kuck won the 1998 Great Race . There 
was no overflow during the entire race. even in the 
mountains, at altitudes above I 0,000 feet Wi ll a 
member please volunteer to investigate this magi­
cal coola nt and report results to Stutz News. 

A 1!f~3 Stutz DV-32 dual-cowl phaeton. 
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ONCE UPON A STUTZ ...... We Bought A Brick 

Many members ha ve visited the 
Gilmore--Classic Car Club of America Museum in 
Ka lamazoo, Michigan, site of the 2nd Grand Stutz 
held in 1989. This mu seum has been rated one of 
the top ten in the count ry, and features about 150 
cars of all types from the earl iest mode ls right up to 
prototypes of contemporary cars. 

I am fortunate to l ive in thi s area where I have 
served on the CCCA Museum Trustees for severa l 
years. and am custod ian of the library archives . This 
year the Gilmore Foundat ion (owner of the prop­
erty) kicked off a fund drive to raise money for a rep­
lica 1920s gas station. By se lling bricks for the cor­
nerstones and driveway, plus a grant from the 
Michigan Cou ncil for the Arts and a major gift from 
well-known Packard collector Bob Turnquist and hi s 
wife Sunny, const ruction is now underway. 

On behalf of The Stutz Club, I have pu rchased 
a brick with the club is name to show our suppo rt 
and memorialize the Stutz name at the museum. 
There are now 1919, 1925, and 1933 Stutz ca rs on 
pe rm anent display at the museum. If ten or more 
club members wish to participate by buying a brick 
at $30.00 each we will also be entit led to a no-charge 
brick with the Stutz logo. Your donations are tax 
deductible as the mu seum is a tax exempt 50 I (c)3 
entity For a pledge ca rd , please ca ll me at once, 
phone (616)375-4844 , within the next 60 days be­
fore subscripti ons close, and I wi ll send you the 
material. 

UNIQUE NEW AUTOMOBILE HISTORY MUSEUM IS NOW OPEN! 

The long awaited Museum of Automobil e Hi s­
tory is now open to the public. Reflecting over two 
hundred years of the world 's love affair with the au­
tomobile, the museum is located in the heart of 
downtown Syracuse, at 32 1 Clinton St It is the larg­
est museum anywhe re dedicated to memorab ili a 
and art related to the history of the automobile. 

An estimated ten thousand items reflect every 
aspect of car history from 1770 to the l 990's. It evokes 
the world that the automobile left in its wake. in 
extensive displays of advertising, posters. toys, mod­
els, design drawings, fin e art, folk art, and more. The 
museum building itself is already an eyecatching 
landmark off Clinton Square. as it is lined with 20 
vintage automobil e billboa rds, some adve rt ising 
cars no longer even made. 

Th e Museum of Automobile Hi story will be 
open every Wednesday through Sunday from 10:00 
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a.m. to 5:00 p.m ., and is cl osed on Monday, Tu es ­
day, and major holidays. Admission is $4.75 for 
adu lts; $3 .75 fo r sen iors (over65) ; and $2 .75 fo r chil­
dren (under 16) . A gift shop in the museum will of­
fer vintage auto mem orabilia and toys, in addition 
to new souveni rs. 
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Membership Report 

by John Kirkman 

Two features of the Stutz Club became 
obvious while we were putting the Directory 
together. One, there are not very many of us 
and, two, we are scattered all over the globe. 
It is encouraging to realize that Stutz vehicles 
appeal to automobile enthusiasts in many 
regions, but somewhat frustrating to realize 
the limitations imposed by our size. 

One of my first acts in this position was to 
buy a boo!} that covers the subject. ("Keeping 
Members" by Sirkin & McDermott, ISBN 0-
88034-099-1) One point they made is that 
keeping new members is very important and 
is also the area where most members are lost. 
This is primarily because new members feel 
"left out" and do not renew their membership. 
One way to avoid this is to make it a point to 
meet the new i;nember and make them 
welcome. If you are at a Stutz affair and see 
someone you haven't met, go introduce 
yourself, it might be a new member who is 
feeling "left out" of things. Then too, it might 
be a long time member from afar whom you 
simply have not had the opportunity to meet! 

My special thanks to those members who 
sent in the extra donation to help cover the 
cost of the directory. When you are a small 
group with a heavy load, every hand that lifts 
is most welcome. 

CHANGES 

Phil Johnson has moved. His new address is: 
#38 51350 Rge. Road 224 
Sherwood Park, AB T8C-1 H3 
Canada 
Tel (H) 403-922-0088 (W) 403-471-8803 

Stutz News/ JULY-SEPTEMBER 1998 

Fred Guyton's new home telephone number 
is: 314-664-2451 

Ronald Blair has moved from England to 
Canada and is now at: 
13 6 Grande All' ee West 
Quebec, Que. GlR 2G7 
Canada 

James Conant's new business telephone 
number is: 440-333-8008 

Jamie Mcintyre has sold his London house 
and moved to Scotland. Reach him at: 
Som Castle, Ayrshire KA5 6HR 
Scotland 
U. K. 

Harold Worley's correct street address is: 
6145 N. Highway 25W 
His 1921 Roadster is an HCS Roadster 

The Katzell vehicles should be under Ray's 
name and more correctly identified as: 
1920 H Bearcat 
1929 M 4 Passenger Speedster 

John Bertolotti has a 
1923 4DH Bearcat Roadster 

And you think you have problems? Elliott 
Kahn has lived in the same house for thirty 
years, but the enormous growth of the Florida 
area results in frequent address changes. His 
latest is: 
58 Verbena Street 
Clearwater Beach, FL 33767 
Tel. (H) 727-442-6768 
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Change the 
LA Co Mus of, Nat History to: 
Petersen Automotive Museum 
Curatorial Department 
6060 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 
(W)323-964-6342 

Robert Hickmans' new street is: 
1815 W. Colter 

Wayne Herstads zip is: 
98408 

PLEASE WELCOME 
MEMBERS 

David H. Underwood 
11520 W. Clearwater 
Kennewick, WA 99337 
(H)509-627-2820 

OUR 

1920 HCS Special Sport Phaeton 

Rantz & Bonnie Aplin 
360 Matriotti Ave N 
Sequim, WA 98382 
Tel: (H) 360-683-3043 
1927 Blackhawk Boattail Speedster 

Roberto A. Senerchia 
Amenabar 1032 7p A 
1426 Capitol 
Federal, Argentina 
(H)54-1-785-4451 
1928 BB-C 6 BB-1 4 Door Sedan 

Michael Juneau 
P.O. Box 658 
Newport, NH 03773 
(H)603-863-6480 
(W)603-863-24 l 0 

NEW 

#523 B. Len & Jan Harvey #527 
8 Beacon View Rise 
Pakuranga, New Zealand 
(H)649-576-8599 
(W)649-837-0510 
1929 8M Sedan 

#524 

John Henderson #528 
c/o Alamo Cement Company 
P.O. Box 34807 
San Antonio, TX 78265 

#525 
(W)210-208-1880 
1926 Blackhawk LeBaron 

Lloyd Needham #529 
520 Dundas Street 
London, Ontario N6B 1 W6 
Canada 

#526 
(H)S 19-461-0727 
(W)519-4 34-9141 
1933 DV-32 DC Phaeton 

STUTZ NEWS/ )ULY ·SEPTEMBER J 998 



Treasurer's Report 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

January 1, 1998 to July 31, 1998 

Balance on January 1, 1998 $ 29, 896. 01 

Income: 

1999 Dues 
1998 Dues 
1997 Dues 
Interest Income 
Stutz books sold $10,847.08 

Mailing expense 491.18 
Donations 
Stutz News income 
10th Grand Stutz profit 
Sale of Club literature 

Total Income 

Expenses: 

Stutz News (print & mail) 
Administrative expenses 
Reimburse loans for Stutz book 
Treasurer's expense 
Directory Expense 

Receipts 

Total Expenses 

Cash Balance on 7-31-98 

$1100.48 
305.00 

Life Membership Reserve $14,835.00 

$ 90.00 
6095.00 

545.00 
798.79 

10355.90 
110.00 
74.50 

812.81 
120.00 

$3730.54 
574.06 

11003.34 
31.40 

795.48 

19,002.00 

$48,898.01 

. 16, 134.82 

$32,763.19 
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Letter's to the Editor 

From: Stephen P. Dean, Fresno, CA 

Date: June I I, I 998 

Here is a close-up photo of markings 
on a 8 cyl. crankshaft. Maybe someone can 
interpret these markings Is the Maker" L-G­
Co."? If so, who was "L-G"? Is "3734" the 
motor number? If so, that wou ld make it 1936 
wouldn't it? Is "DA" the craftsman who made 
it or an inspector's acceptance? Lots of ques­
tions . Hopefully a club member can answer 
them . These are stamped on the first rod 
throw. 

From : Dale Robinson, Edi tor, The (Jordan) 
Arrowhead , Guilford , CT 

Date : June I 6, I 998 

Our historian (The Jordan Register), James 
Lackey, 457 New York Street, Huntington , WV 25704, 
discovered these Oldfield/Stutz photos in his trav­
els. He believes they are originals, and previously 
unknown . He wonders why there is a gendarme with 
a rifle 

He would like you to use them, if you wish, in 
Stutz News, and send him a copy at the above ad­
dress. If you wish to keep, he said, he would sure 
like a discount on The Splendid Stutz. 
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Ill. road races. August 19 l 5. 

Reproduced herewith are the subject two pho­
tos with their notations . 

Gil Anderson, just after winning the race 
in his Stutz car at Elgin, Illinois. 
Barney Oldfield in his car at the Elgin, 
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From: James D. Crank, Redwood City, CA (in 

part) 

Date: July 7, 1998 

! loaned "Old Reliable" (the 1928 Stutz BB Black 
Hawk BT Speedster, ed ) to my friend John Brookman. 
so he could drive his son in the 4th of July parade in 
Morgan Hill. south of San Jose. Michael was named 
Civic Employee of the Year. 

Yes, I loan my car out to good friends . Why not? 
Isn't that what our cars are for. fun? 

John said that the Stutz was the absolute hit of 
th e parade . 

He reported that the Black Hawk just burbled 
al ong in the parade in fine style in low gear, while 
several "Classics" bo iled over and had to pull out . 
Not one hint at overheating, in spite of a very hot 
day 

That Schebler is really a cure for bad carbure­
ti on in old cars like ours. 

Crui ses to and from Morgan Hill , about 40 
miles each way, on the freeway at 60 mph with no 
problems at all . Why shou ld there by any, it is a good 
Stutz I 1 

From: Hugh P. Gutherie, Bulleen Australia (in 
part) 

Date: July 9, 1998 

Following on the letter from John Boyle in the 
Jan/March 'Stutz News, the TV series "the Bea rcats" 
was shown in this cou ntry many yea rs ago At one 
time th e loca l TV stat ion was considering bringing 
Rod Taylor out to Australia to promote the series. I 
approached the stat ion to see if they would ass ist 
me to restore my Bearcat so that it could be used as 
a promoti onal vehicle by the station . Their PR people 
jumped at t he idea and I sta rted t o arrange for loca l 
assistance forthe restoration . In hindsight, it would 
have been a disaster as the resto rati on would have 
been too hurried . Nevertheless I recei ved an 
autog ra phed photo of Rod and Dennis - the 
centrep iece on the News page 29 - and a bit of loca l 
pub I icity I have a letter from the stat ion somewhere 
in my arch ives that included information about the 
replicas. In the finish , the se ri es. wh ich I enjoyed 
immensely, of course, did not rate we ll and disap-
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peared, and nothing came of my foray into the Big 
Time. I wonder if the tapes st ill exist .... ? 

Norman C. Barrs, London, England, (in part) 

Date: July 17, 1998 

I do hope that you enjoyed yourselves (on the 
cruise in June - ed .) and obviously hope that next 
time you will be able to spend some time in Lon­
don . Our weather, June and July, has been the cold­
est on record with more rain than previousl y re­
corded. In one period we had 28 consecutive days 
of rain . Not good weather for outdoor vintage car 
shows. Despite the rain, I have journeyed far and 
wide with the two Stutz cars. A closed car h;;is its 
advantages 

Next year I shall be very involved with the Su­
percharged car (the replica "Le Mans" 1929 Stutz 
Black Hawk with Weymann Super Torpedo body -
Ed ) so I have taken the opportunity to visit and sup­
port classic car events that are smaller and more 
loca lized and often help local charities. As always 
the Stutz cars create so much interest and we have 

25 



acquired yet more cups and tro­
phies to add to the collection. 
lttook me just four (4) hours to 
drive the 190 miles from North 
(Wales) to London. Not bad for 
a 69 year old car still running 
on its original engine and giv­
ing 16 miles per gallon Impe­
rial. We have some further good 
Stutz news. 1 enclose a photo 
of Henry Garnet's 1929 M 
Weymann. This is an original 
car, it does have a genuine En­
glish Weymann body and Henry 
says that he hopes to drive it 
on the road in the near future . 
Also Colin Crabbe has com­
pleted the restoration of his 
early Bearcat and I hope to see 
the car shortly and get some 
photos. Sadly, as you know, 
Colin Buckmaster has sent his DV 32 back to the 
USA for sale and that leaves me with the only DV 32 
in the UK. I was hoping to attend the Grand Stutz in 
September but because of holiday arrangements in 
the group I had to cancel that idea but still hope to 
attend Hershey. 

Member Garnett's 1929 Stutz M Weymann 
Sports Saloon, photographed July 1998 in Yorkshire . 
England . Engine No. 31891, Vin No. 30862, Body No. 
599. 

From: Ian M. Smith, Buninyong, Victoria, 
Australia 

Date: 31 July 1998 

The following is an account of a venture that 
Hugh Guthrie and I undertook this year in order to 
assist Francis DePrins (France). to bring his 1916 
Bearcat to running condition . Francis was a visitor 
to Australia in late January this year, and since the 
visit coincided with a static rally held on Australia 
Day, (January 26th.). Hugh extended an invitation 
for Francis to ride in the newly restored Bearcat, to 
the venue at the Treasury and Fitzroy Gardens in 
Melbourne, where the car was considered to be the 
star of the 600 plus on display. 

Francis has been seeking a Bosch ZR4 Two 
Spark magneto, and we had been assisting in this 
quest for some time, but to no avail. They are few 
and far between here in Australia, and I count my­
self fortunate that some 20 years ago, I was able to 
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purchase a similar unit , (a ZK4 -2spk, the correct 
unit for my 1918 Bearcat). from Maupin Auto Sal­
vage, in Hutchinson, Kansas . Since then I have seen 
no complete units, only minor parts of same, which 
I continue to try to purchase, when available. 

While the Bearcat's bonnet. (our term for en­
gine cover). was open, I was approached by a 
long-time member of our Veteran Car Club, Jack 
Nelson, a former aircraft engineer, vintage racing 
motorcyclist, and expert in all mechanical devices 
pre 1931. I was asked if Hugh's car was the same as 
mine, and in replying, explaining the similarities and 
contrasts, I eventually came to the magneto. Notic­
ing Francis in the background, and crossing all fin­
gers and both eyes, I asked if Jack knew the where­
abouts of a similar magneto in any condition. He 
replied that he thought that he may have "some­
thing like one" in his own collection of spare mag­
netos. and suggested that I waited a few days and 
ring him, giving him some time to un-earth the piece. 

I waited a fortnight! You can probably imagine 
my concern when Jack's phone gave an engaged sig­
nal for more than 24 hours, when tried at all times 
of the day Australia is a big country, even Victoria, 
the smallest mainland state, measures about 500 
miles, East to West. Jack's small country town being 
some 80 mile to my East, (and 80 miles to Hugh's 
West). I phoned another friend in Donald, a town 
100 miles North West of here. and he had a son who 
not only knew Jack7 but lived in the SAME STREET 
A visit found that the receiver had been left off the 
hook, and, that remedied , contact was made. Hugh 
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and I arranged to meet at Jack's house the following 
Tuesday at 10 00 AM. 

Made most welcome, we were amazed at the 
scope of the unique collection , (1spent8 wonderful 
hours there). and were thrilled when we eventually 
were shown the very greasy, very dusty ZR4 Two 
Spark, appearing in excellent order, but missing the 
di stributor cap. A satisfactory price was reached , and 
Jack passed over the unit, including a 'fo reign' cap 
from an unknown make of magneto, a 4-cyl. model 
with two rows of contacts, but slightly smaller in 
diameter. Could it be used? 

Returning to my home with the unit. 1 ap­
proached a Warwick Wentworth, a retired automo­
bile electrician, who was once employed by a good 
friend of mine, requesting that he investigate its re­
constitution . The first task was to clean the unit very 
thoroughly in order to discover what. if anything, 
was missing. Assembling screws were found to be 
fixed with shellac from an early operational 'melt­
down' . and resisted strongly attempts at movement. 
When it was finally opened, it was found to have 
suffered some rough repairs . A very long time past 
The collector (or sl ip) ring had a major crack. and 
had been rivetted to the shaft of the armature, ap­
parently when a former unknown repairer had 
stripped the thread used to mount it to the shaft 1 
was able to supply another slipring from stock; not 
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new but in excellent condition. The armature was 
sent to a Melbourne specialist to be rewound, as it 
had the consistency of a poor Sticky Date Pudding. 

At this time, Warwick went on a fortnight camp­
ing trip to Central Australia . On return, and collec­
tion of the newly rewound armature, Warwick turned 
an aluminium stepped sleeve in order to fit the 
smaller cap . This action caused the cap to be slightly 
further removed from the body of the magneto and 
a packing piece of accurate gauge was made, and 
fixed by epoxy to the rear of the head of the double 
headed distributor 'pencil'. so that its position rela­
tive to the tracks of the contacts was unchanged. 

lt was at this stage that I woke up to a startling 
fact. All Stutz 4 cylinder timing devices are 
anticlockwise when viewed from the driven end, In 
our excitement to obtain the magneto. neither Hugh 
nor I had noticed tha. it was a clockwise model. Back 
to the drawing boards! Without complaining (audi­
bly). Warwick made the adjustments to the timing 
and the magneto went to the testbench where it 
performed superbly for approximately 5 minutes 
before gradually breaking down on one then both 
banks. The secondary windings appeared to have 
'shorted', but WHY? 

Bosch 2-spark magneto sliprings have two fi­
bre pegs surrounding the HT wires where they exit 

The nominating comm ittee consisting of Ken Beach. Chic Postier, Wayne Saunders. Bill Greer and Dale 
Wells hereby nominates the following for the election of officers: 

President Dale Wells VP Membership: John Kirkman 

VP Publications: Ray Katzell VP Tech Services: Bill Greer 

VP Programs Ray Bowersox Treasurer: Ruth Toth 

Secretary Tom Cox Archivist: Stephen Dean 

(Write in your choice for other candidates in the blank spaces under each name.) Please return your ballot to: 

Thoms Cox, Secretary, 3511 Clydwood Avenue, Richmond, VA 23234 
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the armature and approach the slipring metal tracks 
for the HT brushes . These fibre pegs act as locating 
drives to connect the armature and slipring. (Single 
spark magneto sl iprings have only one peg, but pos­
sess a complete circumference of brass track, except 
some sing le and twin cylinder units where the 
slipri ng is used instead of a normal distributor head.) 
2-spark sliprings have a track alternately brass and 
fibre each extending for one quarter of the circum­
ference. To exp lain ou r error. you may cons ider that 
a clockwise slip rin g has brass "from 12 o'clock to 3 
o'clock and from 6 o'clock to 9 o'clock" and fibre tak­
ing up t he other parts. We had supplied a clockwise 
pa rt , and the high speed running on the testbench 
had overloaded the inbuilt safety gap, and caused 
the 'shorting' of the newly wound armature. Where 
to find an anticlockwise sl ipring? 

Warwick made one! The coil rewinding special­
ist rewound the armature again at no cost This time 
the eight leads performed as they should have m 
every way. Before packing the unit to take to Hugh 
for dispatch to Francis in France, l decided to take 
no further chances and soldered a smal l brass ar­
row onto the brass oiling flap above the drive end 
to sign ify the new direction of rotation . Some use of 
emery paper and this part looked like a brass press­
ing 

Time elapsed was about six months . I feel sure 
that Francis will be happy with his purchase, and 
Hugh and I, Jack and Warwick all know a lot more 
about Bosch ZR4 2-spark magnetos. So much so that 
Hugh and I are working on joint ownership of an 
emergency Stutz-Delco distributor with twin 6-volt 
coi ls to take on rallies . 6 months is a long time to 
be stranded on the side of an Australian road, wait­
ing patiently for a sick magneto to be filled up with 
a fresh parcel of sparks! 

Ed's Comment: One of hte club's key reasons 
to exist is to enhance communications and network­
ing among members who are interested in t he pres­
ervation of Stutz. Ian called me on 20 July and men­
tioned his desire to locate aspare Stutz-Delco double 
distributor. By chance, Iva n Saxton of Da rn um , 
Victoria, Austra l ia cal led me the following evening 
and I mentioned Ian 's need. Ivan , then cal led Ian, 
which resulted in Ian purchas ing the desired dis­
tributor in very, very good operational condition on 
26 July! 

---------------------------------------

TO: Order Department, The Stutz Club, Inc. 583 Main Street, Wilb raham, MA 01095 

Please send me ____ copies of The Splendid Stutz 

Enclosed is a check for $69.95 plus $5.95 for shipping and handling for each copy 

Name: _ _______ ___________________________ _ 

Add ress: - -------- --- ----------- - -----------

City: ____________ _____ State: ________ Zip: _______ _ 

Phone: { ____ ------ - ----- ---------------- ----
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Classifieds 

WANTED 

George Schuetz 

Cricklewood Route 12 
Woodstock, VT 05091 
Tel: 802-457-4444 
Fax: 802-649-86 12 

e-mail: crick@sovernet 

Am interested in Stutz tourer, late teens to early 
twenties. If you know one that might be available 
please contact me. 

FOR SALE 

Philip H. Lanham (non-member) 

12850 Westmere 

Houston. TX 77077-3716 
Tel: 281-497-5063 
E-mail planham288@aolcom 

Pair of headlamps in brass, I 0 112" dia x 8" long, 
weight 15 pounds each. At the time of purchase 
many yea rs ago I was told these lamps came off a 
Stutz Bearcat. The only markings on them is "AGA" 
on the back which I have never been able to tie to a 
manufacturer. As usual with old brass. there are sev­
eral age hardening cracks in each lamp 
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FOR SALE 

Larry Preadmore (ex-member) 

Potterville. Mich 
(517) 645-7860 

AUTHORIZED 

1928 Blackhawk Speedster Phaeton, award win­
ning fresh restoration . Rare Continental straight­
eight model. $200,000 or offer. Negotiable. 

I also have for sale a small co ll ection of whis­
key bottles as shown in this photo and as briefly 
described . Sorry, no Stutz! 

I . Ezra Brooks - 500 mile racer decanter, 1940s 
car, Heritage China hand decorated with pure 
plantinum, manufactured 1971 

2. Beam Distillery - Curved dash Oldsmobile 
1903 model , Heritage china, manufactured 1971 

3. Ezra Brooks- 500 mile racer decanter. 1970s 
model, hand decorated with pure platinum , manu­
factured 1970 

4. Ezra Brooks - 500 mile racer. 1970s model , 
Lionstone sculptured porcelain, hand decorated, 
signed by Al Unser and Parnelli Jones. manufactured 
1973 

5. Hoffman Distillery - 500 mile racer. 1970s 
model, scu lptured porcelain. decorated "Mark 
Donohue," Mclaren Special, manufactured 1972 · 
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LITERATURE FOR SALE 

Walter Miller 
6710 Brooklawn Parkway 
Syracuse , NY 13211 
Tel 315-432-8282 
Fax: 315-432-8256 

Web: www.autolit.com 

ORIGINAL STUTZ LITERATURE' Good se lec­
tion of Stutz sales brochures, factory manuals, etc. 
for all models . Send stamped envelope with yea r( s) 
for free list Please specify Stutz as I have lists for all 
cars/trucks/motorcycles, worldwide. 

PHANTOM RESTORATIONS, GREG SOTER 
30 S. HORTON 

WANTED 

Greg Soter (for member Frederick D. "Dutch" Overly 
253L) 
Phantom Restorations 
30 S. Horton 
Seattle , WA 98134 

Tel: 206-622-7 469 

FAX 206-622-04 77 

These items needed for 1929 Stutz "M" 2 Dr with 
Rumbleseat, VIN M8-23-Sy86H 

(see below) 

SEATTLE, WA 98134 PARTS AVAILABILITY AND PRICE REQUEST August 20, 1998 
Tel: (206) 622-7469 
Fax: 12061 622-04 77 

Please return (fax) this form or call with parts availability, price, & condition, etc. 
Do vou accept Mastercard/VISA? Dves Ono 

Vehicle Year Model Body Stvle VIN Engine 
Stutz 1929 •M• 2 Dr with Rumbleseat M8-23-SY86H 

Item Qty Description Part# Condition Notes, Availability, Price, etc. 

1. 2 Cowl light lens (49/ 16 " OD) good 

2. 2 Headlights and brackets good 

3. 2 Tail light stanchions good 

4. 1 Hood ornament; •RA• good 

5. 1 Latch mechanism; rumbleseat door good 
9. 4 Dash knobs/controls; "H", •c•, •w·, "M" good 

10. 1 Lever, hand throttle, "Gas• good 

11. 1 Lever, hand throttle, "Lights• good 

11. 1 Thermostat, radiator shutter control good 

12. 4 Hub caps for artillery wheels (with threads) good 

13. 1 Tie bar, center vertical, front bumper good 

14. 1 Tie bar, side vertical , front bumper good 

15. 1 Regulator valve, brake boost, on dash good 

16. 2 Rubber pedal pads; brake & clutch new 

17. 1 4 • exterior mirror new 

18. 1 Wndshld wiper assy; RH w/connectng rod good 

19. 2 Tire rims & locking rings good 

20. 1 Front shackle rebound spring; 2"od, 2 \/," lg good 

21. 1 Gas cap good 

22. 1 Knob; rear window lift good 

Note: Please suggest any other source for parts. 
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FOR SALE 

(lead from Wayne Saunders) 

1930 Stutz M Sedan 

located in Blenheim. Ontario. Canada 

Tel 519-676-2432 anytime 

Older restoration. Sidemounts, 134" wheel­
base. Complete strong runner. Nice interior $25,000 
Canadian 

FOR SALE 

Clifford E. "Bud" Jacobs 

1661519thAve.S 

Spanaway, WA 98387 

Home: 253-531-3639 (in process of moving to 
253-535-4282) 

Rare 1925 Stutz Series 694, 120' wheelbase, 2 
dr. coupe - asking $7,500.00 or best offer. Please re­
fer to Stutz News No. 34 (Oct - Dec. 1995) page 12 
for photos and background information. 

This is the only known to exist early Stutz Coupe 
of either 4 or 6 cyl It is car No. 2820 of the Series 
693/694 running 2601-2900 (only 300 cars) . The Stutz 
Six eng ine is No. 14720, fitting late in the related 
sequencel4315 - 14772. Deteriorated wood in the 
Robbins built body has been replaced and a miss­
ing bell housing procured . There is a spare engine 
and all parts are on hand except for two 20" Buffalo 
wheels pertaining to rear mounted double spares 
and an easy to fabricate front motor mount Personal 
circumstances now prevent me from completing the 
restoration as planned. This rare Classic Stutz de­
serves resto rati on. It may be same coupe that was 
promoted in early 1925 at the New York and Chi­
cago Auto Shows . 
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Thaf'lks to Brooks Brier/11 who fouf'ld this article if'l the 
"Auto motive Sectiof'l" of Americaf't Exporter, November 1923. 

Luis Firpo Enters Automobile Buiness 
A new phase of the complex nature of Luis Angel 

Firpo was revealed when, with all the assurance of a man 
of extensive business experience, he concluded negotia­
tion with officials of the Stutz Motor Car Company for 
the distribution of Stutz ca rs in South America . at the 
offices of Melchior. Armstrong & Dessau, export agents. 
New York City 

Firpo plans to assume personal direction of his new 
business enterprise as soon as he returns to South 
America, following his contest for the world's heavyweight 
championship with Jack Dempsey on September 14. 
Meantime he has cabled his bankers to make arrange­
ments at once for suitable salesrooms and service sta­
tions in Buenos Aires and Montevideo, capitals, respec­
tively, of the Argentine Republic and Uruguay, both of 
which are included in his trade territory 

Throughout his negotiations for the Stutz franchise 
Firpo demonstrated a keenness of business judgment and 
a knowledge of business detail that proved remarkable. 
That he expects to vindicate favorable estimates of his 
ability is indicated by the fact that his initial contract 
calls for one hundred Stutz cars, with a United States 
retail value excess of $250,000 

31 



M 0 T 0 R I s T s w I SE 

z 

• ' 
. 

"See that sparkler Looks like new doesn't itf" 

"It certainly does! You must take great care of it!" 

"Simonizing did it. Couldn't run 50,000 miles and look like that 
without Simoniz. Those words 'Motorists Wise Simoniz' 
certainly pack a lot of meaning". 

Simonizing makes any car bright and new looking. And it 
keeps cars that way for years. 

A trial convinces. With amazing speed the famous Simoniz 
Kleener removes all spots, blemishes, grime and discolorations 
and brings out the original beauty of the finish. Then the 
Simoniz enriches the colors and gives a beautiful lustre all its 
own. Besides, it forms a hard, sparkling surface of protection 
that keeps colors from fading and makes the finish last longer. 
Great products to sell-Simoniz and Simoniz Kleener! 

THE SIMONIZ COMPANY 
CHICAGO, U.S. A. 

Distributor in Western Canada: 
ROBINSON&. WEBBER, LTD., 
52 Gertie St., Winnipeg, Man. 

Distributor In Eastern Cana da : 
TORONTO SIMONIZING co. 

42 Yorkville Ave., Toronto, Ont. 


